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Clinton Public Schools Has Announced New Virtual Academy Program
Clinton Public Schools 

has officially announced a 
Virtual Academy program designed for students 
grades 6 - 12.  The virtual education option will be 
available for the 2026-27 academic year.

This full-time virtual learning program gives 
students the opportunity to learn in a f lexible 
environment from home. So long as your child 
is ready to take responsibility for managing their 
course work, the CPS Virtual Academy will provide 
a personalized plan that works best for them. With 
counseling from Clinton Public Schools staff, you 
and your child will build a schedule, with flexibility 
regarding live or pre-recorded lectures, assignment 
pace, and deadlines.

The coursework assigned to Virtual Academy 
students will still be of high quality, aligning to the 
state of Oklahoma’s Academic Standards. These 
kids will also have access to concurrent enrollment 
at local universities, as well as career and vocational 
tech opportunities.

Students will receive support every step of the 
way, whether it be through teachers or other CPS 
staff members. Academic help is also available in a 
one-on-one setting at designated times or a specially 
arranged appointment scheduled between the hours 
of 3:45 PM - 8:00 PM.

Additionally, students who enroll can still 
participate in extracurricular activities and OSSAA 
sanctioned events. Whether it be sports, band, choir 
art, or even access to the school’s library system, 
your child will still be a part of the Red Tornado 
Family.

You do not need to live in Clinton to attend. 
Enrollment is open to anyone with internet access, 
providing students the opportunity to participate 
in virtual learning from anywhere. Please note 
that enrollment may not guarantee acceptance; if 
your application is accepted, a counselor or other 
administrator will contact you about what to do 
next.

Applications are now being accepted online, which 
you can submit by scanning the nearby QR Code or 
visiting www.CPSReds.org/page/virtual-academy. 
To learn more, please visit www.CPSReds.org

Alexander Shook
WOK Contributor

http://www.tridentcapillary.com
https://westokweekly.com/images//papers/1-DIGITAL-EDITION.pdf
http://www.heliospumps.com
https://www.cpsreds.org/page/virtual-academy
http://www.CPSReds.org/page/virtual-academy
http://www.CPSReds.org
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David Bert Godwin 
was born on July 27, 
19 5 4 ,  i n  T h o m a s , 
Oklahoma, to Homer 
Billy and Margaret Julia 
( Long)  Godwi n .  He 
passed away on July 6, 
2026, in Oklahoma City 
at the age of 71.

B e r t  s p e n t  h i s 
childhood in Guymon, Fay, and Thomas. As 
a student at Thomas High School, he enjoyed 
spending time with friends, whether fishing or 
simply cruising around town. Beginning at the age 
of 14, he spent his summers custom harvesting, 
traveling from Texas to the Canadian border. Those 
early years sparked a lifelong passion for agriculture 
and the wheat industry. He graduated with the 
Thomas High School Class of 1972 and soon began 
what would become a lifelong career with McNeil 
Grain Company.

In 1978, Bert met Carole Ann Windland. The 
couple married on July 19, 1980, and were just 
days away from celebrating their 46th wedding 
anniversary. Together they raised their three 
children, Jeremy, Amy and Shelly, in Thomas 
before later making their home in Fay. The family 
was very involved in livestock shows, spending 
countless hours raising pigs and making cherished 
memories together.

Bert dedicated 48 years to the grain industry, 
he saw McNeil Grain Company become Wheeler 
Brothers Grain, and he retired 2024. Respected 
throughout the industry, Bert was someone people 
continued to go to for guidance, always willing to 
share his insight and help solve problems. Even in 
retirement, his love for the industry never faded. 
He continued working part-time with Enid Grain 
Inspection at Wheeler Brothers in Watonga. Bert 
enjoyed the friendships he built over the years, 
especially the time spent visiting over coffee with 
his longtime elevator friends.

Retirement gave Bert more time to enjoy his 
family and the outdoors. He loved spending time 
with his grandchildren and enjoyed fishing, camping 
and boating. Bert and Carole especially looked 
forward to road trips to visit family whenever they 
had the opportunity.

Bert was preceded in death by his parents, along 
we his daughter, Amy Heath, and her husband, 
Lance.

He is survived by his wife, Carole Godwin; son, 
Jeremy Godwin and his wife, Kristina; daughter, 
Shelly Knight and her husband, Will; grandchildren, 
Wyatt and Garrett Heath, Kylie Barnes, Jace and 
Betty Godwin, Braydon Knight and his wife, Devon 
and "honorary grandson", Aron Conley; and 2-great 
grandchildren, Slater Beaver and Beauxi Knight. He 
is also survived by many brothers, sisters, nieces, 
nephews and other family.

David Godwin
Susan Kay Silverman 

was born in Thomas, 
Oklahoma to Ira Bill 
and Verna Mae (Lanier) 
Whitf ield on April 3, 
1955. She passed away in 
Oklahoma City on July 
12, 2026 at the age of 71.

Susan was raised in 
Ea k ly  a nd  a t t ended 

school there and later got her GED. She met Larry 
Dowty and the they were married in 1970. They 
spent the next 10 years, raising their 2 sons - Kendall 
and Dustin - together in Eakly. Susan then moved to 
Thomas and Weatherford. She met Ray Silverman 
and they spent over 30 years together.

Susan went to school to become an RN in the 
1980s and worked in several hospitals, including the 
VA, as well as the health center in Weatherford and 
many doctors offices. Over the years, Susan attended 
the Emmanuel Baptist Church in Weatherford.

Some of Susan's favorite pastimes included 
swimming with her grandkids when they were little, 
going to the beach or Crowder lake, traveling with 
Ray - especially to visit her brother, Billy, in Austria 
and going to the casino with her girlfriends. She 
also enjoyed Jimmy Buffett and her beloved dogs.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her 
step-father, Lee Buckmaster; son, Dustin Dowty; 
sister, Jaleeta Wilson and husband, Eddie; sister, 
Claudia Hornbeck and husband, Bud; brother, 
Billy Whitfield and wife, Dagmar; and her beloved 
Grandma Lanier.

Susan is survived by her son, Kendall Dowty; 
grandchildren, Alex Dowty and wife, Courtney, 
Lauren Dowty, Katelyn Dowty, Devon Dowty, 
Ashton Dowty, Ethan Dowty; great-grandchildren, 
Hazel and Henry Dowty; daughter-in-law, Alyssa 
Willson; former husband, Larry Dowty and his 
wife, Rita; and former husband, Ray Silverman.

Susan Silverman

Mentor,  innovator, 
leader, scholar, and all-
around great guy are terms 
often used in reference 
to Anthony Davenport. 
But the descriptions that 
were most important to 
this amazing life of 72 
years were husband, dad, 
grandfather, and friend. 

He gave his professional talents to serve the city of 
Weatherford for 34 years as the Municipal Clerk and 
Treasurer. He gave his heart to his wonderful wife, Darla 
for 51 years, and was the best dad, supporter, coach 
and encourager for his children, Matthew, Megan, and 
Nathan.

Tony began his life on February 10, 1954, born to Joy 
Lo-Ann Tudor Davenport Caldwell and Loyd Wayne 
Davenport in Coalgate Oklahoma. The family moved 
to Dallas for the beginning years of his growing up and 
then returned to Coalgate when he was twelve. Tony 
found his roots once again and was active in his school, 
playing football as the starting running back. Tony came 
to know Jesus as his Lord and Savior at a young age in 
Dallas and continued serving and participating in the 
church wherever he lived.

Tony graduated from Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University in Durant in 1975 with a degree in accounting, 
married Darla on August 3, 1974, and headed into the 
professional world. His high school accounting teacher 
gave him a recommendation to the city of Coalgate 
leadership who were looking for a clerk/treasurer. So, 
he became an employee of his hometown in 1977 as he 
learned the many responsibilities of vigilantly caring for 
a city's finances.

After five years of experience, the city of Weatherford 
reached out to him and the family relocated to 
Weatherford in 1982 where they have been an integral 
part of the community for forty-four years.

He was instrumental in editing and codifying 
Weatherford's city code, simplified the budget and 
accounting system, chaired the state Municipal Budget 
and Finance committee, and helped write legislation that 
undated municipal budget and finance laws.

He served as president of the Oklahoma Chapter of 
Municipal Treasurers, the Government Financial Officers 
Association of Oklahoma and the Oklahoma Municipal 
Clerks, Treasurers and Finance Officers Association, 
served on the board of State of Oklahoma Police Pension 
and Retirement system, chaired OSU Municipal Clerk 
Treasurer Certification Committee and was instrumental 
in creating the Training Handbook for Oklahoma 
Municipal Clerks, Treasurers and Finance Officers. And 
the list of honors and recognitions goes on.

Tony was recognized nationally as a leader and 
served on IIMC Board of Directors for clerks and the 
Association of Public Treasurers of the US and Canada 
where he served as president in 1992-1993. He received 
APT's highest award, the Phillips Award. In 2003, Tony 
was inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame for City 
and Town Officials, the highest award for a municipal 
employee that the state can bestow. He was instrumental 
in supporting the creation and construction and on-going 
support for the Stafford Air and Space Museum.

While Tony was busy with the duties of taking care 
of the city treasury and budgets as he served four 
different mayors and a wide variety of city officials, he 
was incredibly involved in his children's lives. Matthew, 
Megan, and Nathan were blessed by a dad who was there 
to coach, to teach, to play, and to introduce them to the 
best rock and roll music.

Tony and Darla were active members of the First 
Baptist Church and took immense pride in being 
wonderful grandparents for their eight grandchildren.

While battling Parkinson's Disease for many years, 
Tony showed undaunted determination and courage, and 
his quick wit and sense of humor was always present.

Tony leaves behind a loving family: wife Darla of 51 
years, son Matthew Davenport and wife Jennifer with 
children Braden and Madelyn Card, daughter Megan 
Gateley and husband Dylan with children Lane and Maci 
Gateley and Jaxon Fredendall, son Nathan Davenport and 
wife Summer with children Brooklyn Kirk and husband 
Tyler, Canaan Read and Peyton Davenport, his fur baby, 
Max, and his extended family and a whole host of people 
who were lucky to call him friend.

Waiting to welcome him home in heaven will be Jesus 
and his parents Joy and Loyd.

Tony Davenport

Ralph Glynn Pattison 
was born in Perryton, 
Texas on February 12, 
1946 to Ralph Lindale 
a nd  Ma r t ha  Luci l le 
(Barnes) Pattison and 
pa s se d  away  a t  h i s 
home in Weatherford, 
Oklahoma on July 11, 
2026, at the age of 80.

Glynn was raised on the Pattison family farm 
with his identical twin Lynn and little brother Terry 
Pattison. Glynn and Lynn were proud graduates 
of 1966 Class in Spearman, Texas. He and Lynn 
immediately enlisted in the United States Navy in 
August of 1966 and retired in July 1994 with honors. 
After military retirement, Glynn began driving a 
truck spending many of those years with National 
Carriers Trucking Company driving across the 
country.

In 2000, Glynn met the love of his life, Shirley 
Kay (Hargrove) Horn and they were married at 
the Pattison farm on September 15, 2001. In 2005, 
Glynn and Shirley moved to Carnegie, Oklahoma 
to be closer to the Horn kids and grandkids.

In 2006, Glynn went to work for Carlos Squires, 
County Commissioner as a t ruck dr iver for 
Caddo County District 3 and served two other 
commissioners.

He retired after 20 years of service. After 
retirement, Glynn and Shirley sold their Carnegie 
home and moved to Weatherford, Oklahoma to 
be closer to the Horn kids, grandkids, and great-
grandkids in 2025.

Glynn always enjoyed visiting with his 1966 
classmates, his Navy submarine friends and making 
new friends sharing old Submarine stories. He 
never went a day without talking to his brothers. 
He always loved keeping up with his extended 
family members as well. He enjoyed following the 
grandkids to sporting events, weddings, births, and 
anything they were involved in. He was a proud 
Papa Glynn.

He and Shirley also loved traveling to Branson, 
MO with his brother Terry and sister-in-law Garen 
to eat at Lamberts and see all the shows, especially 
The Haygood's. His favorite past time was watching 
the Dallas Cowboys, NASCAR, and the OKC 
Thunder.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Glynn is survived by his wife, Shirley Pattison of 

the home; daughters, Michelle Latta and Jennifer 
Yates of San Antonio, Texas; son, Dean Horn, Jr. and 
his wife, Ronda of Weatherford, Oklahoma; twin 
brother, Bernard Lynn Pattison and his wife, Peggy 
of Perryton, Texas; brother, Terry Pattison and his 
wife, Garen of Perryton, Texas; grandchildren, 
Easton, Griffin and Laurel Morsi, Clinton Horn and 
his wife, Emilie, Cameron Horn Boogaard and her 
husband, John; and 3 great-grandchildren, Huntley, 
Hadlie and Rahder.

A graveside service for Glynn was held at 10:00 
AM on Monday, July 20, 2026, at Fort Sill National 
Cemetery.

Ralph Pattison

M i n e r v a  " M u r r y 
Whiteturtle" Rodriguez 
was March 24, 1964, in 
Clinton, Oklahoma, to 
Tommy Welborne and 
I r e ne  ( W h i t e t u r t le) 
Standingwater. She was a 
proud Cheyenne Woman. 
She was a devoted wife, 
mother,  sister,  aunt , 

grandmother, great-grandmother, cherished friend, 
and, above all, a proud “Mimi.”  Her greatest joy came 
from the love she shared with her family, her people, and 
her community.

Murry believed that learning was a lifelong journey.  
She earned her GED from Riverside Indian School 
before attending Sayre Junior College, where she studied 
Medical Technology. In 2000, she achieved her goal of 
becoming a Licensed Practical Nurse by graduating from 
WTC. Never one to stop growing, she returned to WTC 
and completed her studies in Business Technology in 
February 2024, showing her children and grandchildren 
that it is never too late to pursue your dreams. Her 
work reflected the caring heart the Creator blessed her 
with. She dedicated many years to serving others in 
the medical field at Clinton Indian Hospital, Physicians 
Laboratories, and many nursing homes. 

She also served her people as CHR Program Director 
for the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes. Along the way, 
she welcomed many with her warm smile while working 
the front desk at various hotels, and most recently as a 
receptionist at Lucky Star Casino. Minerva was a faithful 
member of the Indian Baptist Church in Elk City and 
Hammon. Her faith, along with the love of her family 
and community, guided her throughout her life. She 
believed the greatest blessings Creator gives us are the 
people we are entrusted to love and care for. She loved 
life and enjoyed sharing it with those around her. As a 
young woman, she was active in athletics and remained a 
devoted fan of the Oklahoma Sooners and the Oklahoma 
City Thunder. Minerva loved playing hand games and 
going to Pow Wows. 

Whether cheering on her favorite teams, attending 
concerts, listening to music, or simply spending time with 
those she loved, Minerva found joy in every moment. 
Her laughter, kindness, and generous spirit will forever 
be remembered by all who knew her.  

She was welcomed home by her beloved mother, Irene 
Standingwater; her sister, Teri Welbourne; her nephew, 
Blake Welbourne; her grandmother, Anosta Fletcher; 
her grandfather, Claude Fletcher; and her two precious 
angel grandchildren, Ashleigh Rodriguez and Chase 
Whiteman. 

Left to cherish her memory are her loving husband, 
Manuel Rodriguez of the home; her children, Luis 
Rodriguez, Manuel Allen Rodriguez, Erika Rodriguez, 
and Kristal Rodriguez; 15 beloved grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren; and countless nieces, nephews, 
relatives, and friends who will carry her love, teachings, 
laughter, and memory in their hearts.

Murry Rodriguez

https://www.lockstonefuneralhome.com
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The Regional Food Bank of 
Oklahoma has announced the 

addition of three new members to its Board of 
Directors, as well as two new Foundation Board 
members. New leadership roles have also been 
announced for members of both the Board of 
Directors and Foundation Board of Directors.

“The Regional Food Bank is excited to welcome 
our new and rejoining members," said Stacy 
Dykstra, chief executive officer of the Regional 
Food Bank. “They each bring their own unique 
experiences, expertise and skills to help us shape a 
stronger, more food-secure Oklahoma.”

The Regional Food Bank’s Board of Directors is 
tasked with oversight over the operations, programs 
and administration of the organization. The new 
members are serving from July 1, 2026, to June 
30, 2027. Joining the Regional Food Bank’s Board 
of Directors are:

 
• Becky Chandler, Chickasaw Nation
• Kathryn N. Taylor, Ogletree Deakins
• Alyson Gilbert, Vanguard Company
 
Foundation Board Members:
• Drew Noecker, DN Hotel Investments
• Jason Strasser, Caption Management
 
Dr. Lydia Nightingale, Variety Care, will assume 

the role of board chair, while outgoing chair Mike 
Potter, retired, will move to the past chair role.

JC Witcher, ADG-Blatt Architects, moves to 
the role of vice chair while Edgar Medina, Tinker 
Federal Credit Union, retains his role as treasurer 
and Jessie Thompson, Community Action Agency 
of OKC, takes over the role of board secretary.

The Regional Food Bank Foundation Board 
of Directors, which manages the organization's 
endowments and investments, also elected new 
officers with Bryan Sayler, Crow's Nest Holdings, 
retaining his role as chair, Nick Berry, Berry-Rock 
LP, moving into the role of vice chair and Karen 
Tan retaining her role as treasurer and secretary.

Learn more about the Regional Food Bank’s Board 
of Directors and Foundation Board of Directors by 
visiting rfbo.org/board.

About the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma
The Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma is leading 

the fight against hunger in 53 counties in central 
and western Oklahoma and envisions a state where 
no one goes hungry. Founded in 1980, the Regional 
Food Bank is the state’s largest domestic hunger-
relief 501(c)(3) nonprofit that distributes food 
through a network of community- based partner 
agencies and schools. The majority of people served 
by the Regional Food Bank are chronically hungry 
children, seniors living on fixed incomes and 
hardworking families struggling to make ends meet. 
The Regional Food Bank is a member of Feeding 
America, the nation’s network of food banks. To 
join the fight to end hunger, visit rfbo.org.

Audrey Johnson
Marketing Specialist
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Five Named to Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma Board of Directors

Provided by Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma
The Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma has named five new Board of Directors / Foundation Board members. Pictured, from left: Kathryn Taylor, 
Drew Noecker, Jason Strasser, Becky Chandler, and Alyson Gilbert.
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LOCAL AND
AREA NEWSSponsored by:

WEATHERFORD / TAP GRANT UPDATE The city 
of Weatherford is working toward the beginning on a new 
sidewalk project, according to Economic Development 
Director Yolanda Creswell.  The sidewalk will go out to 
Rader Park all the way up to the Stafford Museum, as 
well as Main Street.  Bids will be open on August 13th, 
with the awarding of bids planned for early September.
—————————————————————
CLINTON / T-1 GRADE - With a new transitional 
first grade beginning in the upcoming school year, 
Clinton Public Schools Superintendent Nathan Meget 
highlights the purpose of the grade and potential 
assessments to measure student literacy.  “The purpose 
is to get a head start on the Strong Readers Act,” Meget 
explained.  “If the SRA were in place, we would 
probably have to hold back an estimated 50 plus kids 
in 3rd grade.  And what you do is you back up, you 
get to keep your internal data.”  Meget also discussed 
curriculum and instruction for the new academic level 
during the most recent Board of Education meeting.  
The talk primarily focused on applications for screening 
and assessing students’ grades and behavior.  “The 
state's going to go to one screener.  They're going 
to let us know what it is, but we anticipate it might 
be a MIRA,” Meget shared.  “We kind of piloted a 
MIRA, which has got some AI capabilities.  [But] 
we're not going to change it until they tell us we have 
to.  For right now, we're going to stay with STAR.”
—————————————————————
WEATHERFORD / SCHOOL MAINTENANCE 
Several maintenance projects are taking place over 
the summer break in the Weatherford School District, 
according to Superintendent Mark Harmon.  “The 
middle school gym parking lot was resurfaced with 
rock,” Harmon explained.  “We had that significant 
rain this summer that washed away a good chunk 
of it, so it's bumpy over there.  We had to repair a 
drain line over at WECC in the kitchen.”  Floors 
are being stripped and waxed throughout the district 
in preparation for the start of school next month.  
“We've repaired doors throughout the district to make 
sure they open and shut properly heading into the 
new year, [which is] important for safety,” Harmon 
added.  “We had the lights at the football field and 
the trim at the press box get damaged with the 
windstorm that happened over Fourth of July weekend.”
—————————————————————
WEATHERFORD / TIF PROPOSAL - As he seeks 
the Ward 1 seat of the Weatherford City Commission, 
Drew Terrel shared his thoughts on the proposed Tax 
Increment Financing [TIF] district in the city.  “There's 
still a lot of things to be discussed and figured out what 
it's going to be, but I think it's a good thing,” Terrel 
expressed.  “You got a piece of land that's sitting there 
that is generating $0.  If you can entice somebody to 
come in with incentives, that's a good thing.  If you 
want to have things in town, that's what it's going 
to take.”  Terrel will face incumbent Kendon Wood 
during the August 25 election.  Also on the ballot will 
be the race for the Ward 3 seat featuring incumbent 
Warren Goldmann and challenger Josh Adkinson.

BECKHAM CO / GREELEY - A Weatherford 
teen charged as a youthful offender with shooting 
with intent to kill is due back in Beckham County 
District Court July 30th for a preliminary hearing.  
16-year-old Cameron Greeley allegedly fired a 
weapon at an occupied vehicle during a party in 
the 100 block of Panel in Elk City on May 30th.
—————————————————————
LONGDALE / STRUCTURE FIRE - The old post 
office in the town of Longdale in northwestern Blaine 
County caught fire and burned down on Saturday, June 
11.  “[The fire] appears to have started in the front of 
the building and [caused] heavy smoke damage to the 
rear,” explained Fire Chief James Syzemore.  “Blaine 
County District 2 showed up with a Traco.  We took 
out part of the front there that was sagging that was the 
most danger to the public.”  Chief Syzemore says the 
cause of the fire is under investigation by the Blaine 
County Sheriff's Office and the state fire marshal.  “It 
was suspicious, there hasn't been utilities in that building 
for probably north of 20 years.”  Canton fire made entry 
to the building through a side door into the apartment 
portion of the building and got behind the partially 
collapsed roof and made a stop on the fire in an effort 
to keep it from progressing to the back of the building.
—————————————————————
GEARY / FIELD SURVEY - The Geary Public School 
District is asking for community feedback regarding the 
future of their baseball and softball fields. The district 
is currently considering whether to invest district funds 
into renovating the city-owned fields through a proposed 
50-year lease or install fields on other school-owned 
property. The dollars that would be used for this type of 
project are separate from those used for the construction 
of the new school. Because either option would involve 
tax dollars, we want to hear from the community before 
moving forward. Our goal is to make a responsible 
decision and be good stewards of money entrusted to the 
district. For more information, visit GearySchools.org
—————————————————————
WESTOK / HIGHWAY 54 PROJECT - Another 
phase of construction is planned for State Highway 54 
between Weatherford and Thomas.  “[The goal is] to 
add shoulders to the five-mile stretch in between,” said 
the Oklahoma Department of Transportation’s Division 
5 Engineer Will Snipes.  “It's going to go to the August 
13th bid letting and then to the September commission.”  
Snipes added that work could begin as soon as early 2027.  
—————————————————————
CUSTER CO / FIRE DEPT TAX - Custer County 
Commissioners recently agreed to increase the amount 
of annual funding for County Fire Departments.  
Commissioners say the funding alternates each year 
between all six fire departments in the county, which 
goes toward fire trucks and equipment.  “This is what 
we've been using out of the use tax: to help them 
buy a truck once a year,” District 3 Commissioner 
Lyle Miller said on the adjustment.  Clinton Fire 
Department is set to receive the next round of 
funding from the tax in the amount of $150,000.  
Prior to this, the agreed amount was $130,000.

Want to share a birthday?Want to share a birthday?
EmailEmail a.shook@wright.media a.shook@wright.media
to announce it here forto announce it here for FREE! FREE!

Christian Free Store – Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or 
(580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK, Community Center “Bible Study," Every Monday Night from 7:00 to 8:00 Hwy 58. Five miles South of 
Hwy 152. For more information contact (405) 643-9211. Free and Open to the Public. OK Parkinson’s Alliance, monthly support group 
meeting the second Thursday of each month, excluding December, at 5:30 p.m. at Weatherford’s Pioneer Center, 1000 Gartrell Place. 
Patients, caregivers, family or friends are welcome. Questions? Contact OK Parkinson’s Alliance (405) 810-0695 or info@OKpa.org. 
Iron Sharpens Iron is a Christ-centered adult support group every Tuesday night at 7pm. 233 E Main in Hydro, First Christian Church. 

Happy Birthday Wishes! July 22 - Stan Baxter, Chris Beggs, Ed Capps, Richard Cliff, Chris Deffenbaugh, Nate Downs, Robert Elliot, 
Clayton Hamlin, Rick Hanson, Pat Kourt, Trey Newton, Ricky O'Neale, Stacy Sadler, Kirby Sheperd; July 23 - Micheal Austin, 
Andrew DeVoss, William Gentry, DeAnna Goosen, Tyler Jack Hoffman, Wanda Johnson, Donna Lutrull, Tyler Mullins, Astrid Olguin, 
Tracy Sanchez, Tyler Williamso; July 24 - Megan Beasley, Hanna Boas, Kasey Boas, Sue Britton, Brandi Burazza, Charlotte Colby, 
Catie Disney, Tamara Hetherington, Mildred Jones,Rebecca Lynn Kubrak, Ashley LaGrange, Darrin Matz, Marvin Monaghan, 
Karen Stucker, Allan Taylor, Roxanne Ward; July 25 - Randy Dowell, Christy Hall, Kenneth Keil, Robert Waldrop, Dylan Ward; 
July 26 – Kathy Badalamente, Billy Bailey, Lance Carney, Jennifer Deffenbaugh, T. Kay Harrelson, Sherrill Lovelace, Joey Meyers, 
Josh Pitchford, Lisa Seibold, Dale Snider; July 27 – Nicole Curtis, Bert Goodwin, Rylan Moore, Raul Perez Jr., Michelle Russel, 
Skyler Weaselbear; July 28 – Kasey Barton, Pamela Burton, Brian Exenia, Brad Fry, Kalie Kerth, Mattie Mortimer, Jonathan Pigg, 
Rick Webster.

Internet Phone Television

www.XStreamServices.com

Wireless Internet Only
Service Areas:

Weatherford, Oney, Anadarko, Gracemont, 
Ft. Cobb, Crows Roost, South Calumet

204 W MAIN
HINTON, OK

Fiber/DSL & Wireless Internet 
Service Areas:

Hinton, Lookeba, Eakly, Colony, Hydro,
Binger & Cedar Lake

405.542.3262

A new Oklahoma law, Senate Bill 1481 from Sen. 
Ally Seifried (R-Claremore), becomes effective 
for the 2026-27 school year.  It will require public 
schools to provide at least 40 minutes of daily recess 
for students in kindergarten through fifth grade.

“Active students are better learners,” Seifried, 
said.  “Giving kids time to have fun and play with 
their classmates supports their mental health, 
improves their social development and helps build 
life skills like leadership, creativity and conflict 
resolution.  Doubling recess time is a simple, 
practical way to give students’ brains a break so 
they come back to the classroom recharged and 
ready to focus.”

Seifried added that doubling recess time for young 
students would put Oklahoma’s standards in line 
with many neighboring states.  Oklahoma’s current 
requirement of 20 minutes of daily recess falls short 
of the 30 or 40 minutes allotted in many other states.

“We're actually looking at those schedules, it 
could possibly impact the number of snow days it 
would be allowed to take,” Weatherford Schools 
Superintendent Mark Harmon outlined on how the 
new law could impact the district.  “If we need 
more snow days, we might extend the school day 5 
minutes or 10 minutes, but each site will be a little 
bit differently, so there won't be that much of an 
impact.”

Senate Unanimously Passes Ally Seifried’s Bill 
to Double Recess Time for Students Grade K-5

http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
http://GearySchools.org
https://www.oklahomaheartlandmuseum.com
https://www.xstreamservices.com


Looking to Haul Off Your Junk! 
Call Shawen at 580-819-2301 or 
Kimberly at 580-330-2427. 

Dodgen Tree Service - Tree 
trimming and removal, fence 
lines cleared. 580-774-9718

MCABEE’S SEWING MACHINE 
VACUUM CLEANER SERVICE 
CENTER - Since 1949, sales, 
service, most makes, scissors 
sharpened, downtown Elk City, 
580-225-6265

Hay For Sale! Two Bar W Farms 
(9198 N 2430 Rd., Thomas, OK)  
selling Alfalfa, Bermuda, Straw. 
Call Kelly at 580-819-0664.

River Parker’s Phone Repairs 
Located in Hinton. We replace 
screens, cameras, speakers, 
charging ports, AUX ports, etc. 
Call or text 405-952-4107.

3 8 - Y e a r  W e a t h e r f o r d 
B u s i n e s s !  F u l l - T i m e 
Guaranteed Hours! Positions 
Available: Service Technicians, 
F r a m i n g ,  C a r p e n t r y , 
Construction, Small Engines, 
Fence Builders, Farm-Hand/
Labor! Apply now at 609 E Tom 
Stafford.

2012 Tracker Pro Guide V-16
Like new. 60HP Mercury 
outboard and single axle trailer. 
$10,000. 405-952-4641.

Blue Bass Pro Boat - Pick 
up at Mike’s Pickup Auto in 
Weatherford. 125HP Mercury 
Engine. 580-887-3349.

ARE White/Pearl Hard Topper 
For F150 pickup, fits 2009-2014,  
5 1/2 ft. bed, like brand new. 
$700 cash. 405-638-0466.

2004 4x4 Trailblazer - $2,000. 
2003 2WD Trailblazer - $3,000. 
405-639-9667.

2000 Infinity QX56 2012 - 165K 
miles. $16,000. 405-638-1773.

Rail dune buggy frame - 924 
Porsche. good engine. $400. 
405-639-9667.

4-Michelin used passenger 
tires - 20 inch. 580-393-1444.

2002 Monterey 180 Edge - 
181/2 ft. Volvo Penta Engine. 4.3 
Chevy. 190 HP. $7000. 580-
819-2047

300 Honda Trax 4x4 - Will 
trade. 405-639-9667.

2003 Trailblazer - Good shape. 
$3,000. 580-886-2980.

2009 Mercury Grand Marquis 
LS - $3,750 OBO. 580-330-
3489.

Dune Buggy Frame - Looking 
to Trade OBO. 405-639-9667.

Airplane Air Speed Indicator  
Can be used for a unique car 
spedometer. Call 580-774-5771.

2 0 11  H o n d a  S h a d o w  - 
Windshield, Foot Board, and 
Saddle Bags included. Low 
miles. $4,000. 505-635-1865.

2015 GMC Yukon Denali - 169K 
miles. Very good condition. 
$15K OBO. 580-772-4889.

2-Man Bass Boat - Comes with 
motor, oars, and anchor. Call 
405-639-9667

1999 Sprint 15ft  Boat - 
Comes w/ 2016 60HP Mercury 
Fourstroke  and Minnkota Tolley 
Motor, among other goodies. 
$8,500. 580-330-0349.

Bathtub - Porcelain covered 
metal. Call between 7a-11a. No 
afternoon calls. 580-774-0843

GRACO Crib w/ Sealy Mattress 
$15. 405-201-3717.

93" Smart TV - Mitsubishi. $250. 
580-774-5771.

Safety First Car Seat - $10. Call 
405-301-3717.

Couch + 2 Manual Recliners 
$500 OBO. 580-772-3223.

All-Wooden Rocker - Spindled 
back, comes with cushion. $60.  
580-613-0108.

China Solid Wood Hutch - $300. 
Rolling Top Desk - $200. Night 
Stand - $30. 580-774-4000.

Adjustable Elder Walker -  $20. 
580-613-0108.

Old Fashion Antique Wardrobe 
5'4" tall. Shelves on the left, hang 
ups in the middle. $150. 580-
613-0108.

Antique Lamp Table - $50. Call 
580-774-4000.

7-Piece Tiger Oak Dinette 
Pioneer hutch buffet table and 4 
chairs. Devilled glass and mirrors 
fruit motif. $2,000. 580-772-4297.

8-Drawer Dresser - In good 
condition. 3ft tall, 1'8ft deep, and 
4'11" wide. $75. 580-613-0108.

Gold Gym Treadmill - Excellent 
condition. $300. NO PHONE 
CALLS. Text 580-340-3501

23 Dinner Plates - 75 cents each. 
580-613-0108. 

Coleman Powermate 5500 - 
running bolts electric generator. 
$425. (770) 722-0609.

Large, Framed Mirrors - $45; 
Full length: $10. 580-613-0108 

2 Lean Barstools - 30" tall. Seat 
back has horseshoes. $75 for 
both. 580-890-0004.

Baby Walker - FREE! Please 
Call 580-613-0108.

Microfiber Love Seat - Brown, 
comes with console and drink 
holder. 580-330-0225.

3 Handheld Vacuums - $30 
each. 580-613-0108. 

Curio Cabinet, Bottom Storage 
- $50. Please call 580-774-4000. 

Sofa & Loveseat - Both new. 
Gray. $400 each. 580-302-2780.

80s Riverside Rolltop Oak Desk 
$300. 580-772-7357.

Brothers Sewing Maching - 
Portable. $50. 580-445-6765 

Large Copper Skillet - $35. Call 
580-613-0108.

Good Coffee Table - Pictures 
available. $25. 580-613-0108.

Composite Double Kitchen 
Sink - $75. 580-772-5541.

Thomasville Bed - Comes with 
frame, mattress, and five-drawer 
chest. $450. 580-774-4000.

92pc. China Set - Serves 12. 
$100. 580-309-4045.

For Sale - Hoe, sprayer, ladders, 
post hole diggers, golf cart, 
kerosene stove, heaters, tires, 
folding chairs, hand tools, work 
bench, mower. 405-246-8952. 

Riding Lawnmower - Craftsman, 
36' Cut. Call between 7a-11a. no 
afternoon calls. 580-774-0843

Craftsman Riding Mowers 
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-2960.

30 Gallon Electric Tank Sprayer 
- Comes with 3 ft. boom. $100. 
580-772-5541.

Craftsman Push Weed Eater 
Like new, hardly used. Contact 
580-890-0004.

STIHL Weed Trimmer - Never 
used. $275. 580-774-8678.

Sportsman Generators - $150 
for all three. 405-639-9667. 

8N Ford Tractor - In good 
condition. $1,500. 580-729-0001.

Lawnmowers - Craftsman and 
Dixon. $550. 405-639-9667.

Craftsman Riding Mowers 
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-2960.

Large Dog House - Gabled with 
shingles, in good condition. $165. 
580-614-0108.

Toy Shorkies - Males and 
Females, shots, wormed, 
hypoallergenic. Weatherford. 
$400/each 580-302-1291

Boston Terrier Pups - ACA 
Registered. 580-614-1241.

Large Metal Birdcage - $40. 5-6 
ft tall. 580-613-0108

Jack Russell Puppies - wormed, 
tails doct, claws removed. $400.
Call 580-301-0253. 

4 Pomegranean Puppies 
About 1 year old. 2 Black-and-
White females, 1 Black Male, and 
1 Brown Male. 903-808-0312.

Anatolian/Great Pyranees/
Hound Puppies - Born May 2. 
Good livestock guard dog and 
companion. Pictures available. 
$50 each. 580-613-0108.

For Sale - Registered Australian 
shepherd, male. Standard female 
poodle. Mini male poodle. Mini 
female poodle. 580-614-1241.

Doors, Never Used - 32" general 
purpose outside door. 36" glass 
storm door. 580-774-0843. 

Barn Tin - $10/sheet. Contact 
405-639-9667. 

Large Thimble Collection - $50. 
405-545-3028.

Looking for business partner 
for Grocery Store. 405-639-9667.

Two (2) Classic Beanie Babies 
- $50 per box. Call 405-545-3028.

Exercise Bike - $20. Please call 
580-890-9442.

NEW Outside House Door - 
36in. Call between 7a-11a. no 
afternoon calls. 580-774-0843

House for Rent - Hinton, OK. 
405-545-0815

Walk-In Tub w/ Jets - $1000 
OBO. 405-663-2413

Old Road Maps - In pristine 
condition. 580-393-1444. 

Ladies Gold Rolex Watch - 
Purchased Locally. Asking for 
$750. 580-774-5771. 

Size 33 Record Albums - $3 per 
choice or take all for $1 each. Call 
580-890-9442.

Doors! New Solid Steel for $90, 
Solid Core Wood for $50. Call 
580-774-5771

Retired Painter Selling Painting 
+ Sand Blasting Equipment - 
Ladders, planks, swing stage, etc. 
580-890-9442.

Renting Out Arcade Cabinet! 
For your business! Has games 
like Donkey Kong, Pac Man, and 
more. Asking for 50/50 split on 
profits. 580-890-0004.

New Scuba Diving Masks 
Come in various colors. $25 each. 
580-774-5771.

Mens Black SAS Lace-Ups 
Brand new slippers. Size 10 1/2. 
Retail near $200. $50/pair. 
580-772-2300.

Chicken Eggs For Sale - 
222 W Nebraska, Thomas, OK. 
580-673-2016.

Hydro Lots for Sale - Gazebo 
and storage building, located at 
120 W Main St. 405-545-0179.

Jewelry Armoire - New in box. 
$50 OBO. 580-772-3223.

3 Stacks of Metal - Selling to 
Best Offer. 580-886-2980.

Assorted Materials - 2x4s, 
Aluminum, Iron, Plywood, and 
Plastic Palettes. 580-890-0053.

Steel Office Desk - $20. Contact 
580-890-9442.

Ceiling Tiles - 209 sq ft. $60. Call 
580-799-7834. 

Assorted Doors & Full Size 
Hutch - 580-890-0053. 

Wil l  Trade Shotgun for 
Handgun - 405-426-0461.

Large Gas Barbequer - $50. Call 
or text 580-890-0053. 

Unicycle - Needs new inner-
tube. $50. 580-772-5100.

Ladies' Bathing Suits - Miracle 
suit, size 14-16, 580-772-2300.
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December 1st-13th

Velveeta, 32oz. (All Varieties) $7.79 Hass Avocados $0.99 each
Betty Crocker Cake Mixes (All Varieties) 4 for $5.00 Red or Green Seedless Grapes, 2lbs. $5.00 
Progresso Soups (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Yellow Onions $.39 lb.
Crav'n Snack Crackers (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 U.S. # 1 Russet Potatoes, 5 lb. Bag $1.99 
Crav'n Fudge Cookies (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Limes 4 for $1.00
Old Orchard Juices, 64 oz. (All Varieties) $2.49 Red Grapefruit $0.89 each
Food Club Chicken Noodle Soup 2 for $1.00 Cluster Tomatoes $1.79 lb. 
Hawaiian Punch, 128oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $6.00
Crisco Oil =, 40oz. $3.98 
Food Club Sugar, 4 lb. $2.98 Banquet Pot Pies 5 for $5.00
Food Club Microwave Popcorn, 3 count (All Varieties) 2 for $3.00 Blue Bunny Ice Cream, 48oz. 2 for $7.00
On-The-Border Tortilla Chips $3.29 Totinos Pizza Rolls, 50 count 2 for $10.00
Food Club Hot Chocolate Mix, 8 count $1.79 Food Club Whipped Topping, 8oz. $0.99 
Food Club Pie Fillings (Asst. Varieties) 2 for $6.00 Crav'n Fruit Pies (All Varieties) $5.99 
Libby's Vegetables (Asst. Varieties) 4 for $5.00
Bush Blackeye Peas, 15.8oz. 2 for $3.00
Bush Beans (Asst. Varieties) 4 for $5.00
Food Club Diced Tomatoes & Chilis, 10oz. (All Varieties) $0.99 Boneless New York Strip Steak $13.59 lb.
Crav'n Salsa Con Queso, 15oz. $2.79 Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops $2.99 lb. 

Pork Spare Ribs $2.99 lb.
Wrights Sliced Bacon $6.99 lb.
Bone- In Pork Steak $3.89 lb.

Yoplait Yogurt, 4-6oz. (All Varieties) 3 for $2.00 Fricks Ham Steaks $5.19 lb.
Food Club Sour Cream, 16oz. $1.99 Opas Smoked Sausage, 16oz. (All Varieties) $6.59
Kraft Philadelphia Cream Cheese, 8oz. 2 for $5.00
Pillsbury Grands Biscuits or Crescent Rolls 2 for $5.00
Food Club Butter (All Varieties) 2 for $7.00 Viva Towels, 6 roll $11.49 
Food Club Heavy Whipping Cream, 32oz. $5.99 Angel Soft Bath Tissue, 16 roll $13.99 
Food Club Dip, 12oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Chinet Dinner Napkins, 40 count $2.29 

                                                                                                                                           Fresh Salad Bar: Mon - Sat 10am-2pm!

DDaaiirryy

MMeeaatt

DDrryy  GGrroocceerryy

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee

FFrroozzeenn

Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM

109 West Main
Hydro, Ok. 73048

405-663-2354
                                   July 20th - August 1st 

Betty Crocker Cookie Mixes (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00 Washington Red Cherries $2.99 lb.
Betty Crocker Brownie Supreme or Lemon Bars 2 for $5.00 Red or Green Seedless Grapes $1.99 lb.
Nature Valley Crunchy Granola Bars, 12 ct. (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Peaches or Nectarines $1.99 lb.
Betty Crocker Fruit Snacks (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Sweet Yellow Onions $0.99 lb.
Food Club Skillet Dinners (All Varieties) 4 for $5.00 U.S. #1 Russet Potatoes, 10 lb. Bag $2.99 
Mott Applesauce, 6 pack (All Varieties) $2.98 Golden Pineapple $3.99 each
Food Club Tomato Sauce, 15oz. 4 for $3.00 Roma Tomatoes $1.29 lb.
Food Club Diced Tomatoes, 14.5oz. (All Varieties) 4 for $3.00
Prego Pasta Sauce, 24oz. 2 for $4.00
Nabisco Oreo Cookies (All Varieties) 2 for $7.00 Food Club Chicken Tender or Breast, 2.5 lb. $5.99
Hawaiian Punch, 128oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $6.00 Van de Kamp Fish Fillets or Fish Sticks 2 for $11.00
Food Club Vegetables and Beans (Asst. Varieties) 4 for $3.00 Blue Bell Ice Cream $6.99 
Knorr Rice or Noodle Sides (All Varieties) 4 for $5.00 Pillsbury Toaster Strudel (All Varieties) $2.98 
Food Club Diced Tomatoes & Chilis, 10oz. (All Varieties) $0.79 El Monterey Burritos or Chimichangas, 32oz. $5.99 
Crav'n Honey Grahams, 14.4oz. $1.99
Kraft Miracle Whip, 30oz. $5.99
Manwich Family Size, 24oz. $2.99
Food Club Sugar, 4 lb. Bag $2.99 New York Strip Steak $15.99 lb.
Food Club Steak Sauce, 10oz. 2 for $5.00 Inside Round Roast $7.99 lb.

Boneless Top Sirloin $8.99 lb.
Pilgrim's Pride Fryer Drumsticks or Thighs $1.99 lb.
Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops $2.99 lb.

Daisy Sour Cream, 14 oz. (Squeeze or Dip, 16oz.) 2 for $5.00 Pork Spare Ribs $2.99 lb.
Crystal Farms Shredded or Chunk Cheese, 7-8oz. 2 for $5.00 Circle S German Sausage, 2 lb. (All Varieties) $8.99
Food Club Cottage Cheese, 24oz. $3.48
Pillsbury Grands Biscuits, 16.3oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00
Pillsbury Crescent Rolls (All Varieties) $2.98 Charking Wood Pellets, 20 lb. (All Varieties) $6.99 
Food Club Heavy Whipping Cream, 32oz. $4.39 Simply Done Paper Plates, 24 Count $2.49 
Sunny D, 128oz. $4.39 Angel Soft Bath Tissue, 16 Roll $13.99 

                                                                                                                                                                                 Salad Bar: Monday - Friday 10am-2pm or sold out!

DDaaiirryy

MMeeaatt

DDrryy  GGrroocceerryy

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee

FFrroozzeenn

Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM

109 West Main
Hydro, Ok. 73048

405-663-2354

CLASSIFIEDS Advertising 
Deadline: 

Every Friday at 3pm
-

sales@westokweekly.com
(580) 772-5939

Call
580-772-5939

to run your
Classified Ad

Today!

SERVICES & PRODUCTS

MISC.

AUTOMOBILES & MORE

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

ANIMALS & PETS

HELP WANTED!

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

mailto:sales%40westokweekly.com?subject=Classifieds
https://www.tinsleyroofingandconstruction.com
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The SWOSU Athletic Department is scheduled 
to host their 20th Anniversary Athletic Auction 
and Dinner on Saturday, August 8th, at the Pioneer 
Event Center on the campus of SWOSU. All 
proceeds from the event funding scholarships for 
SWOSU student-athletes. In conjunction with the 
live auction the SWOSU Athletic Department will 
also be running an online auction from Monday, 
July 27th through Friday, August 7th.

With doors opening at 5pm on Saturday, August 
8th, guests of the SWOSU Athletic Auction will 
have the opportunity to mingle with a cocktail 
hour beginning at 5:30pm. The cocktail hour will 
also mark the beginning of the ‘Super Silent’ 
auction with items on offer exclusively to in-person 
attendees of the event. Some of the items up for 
bid at the ‘Super Silent’ auction includes “Golf 
getaways, Tailgate experiences, Self-care bundles, 
and more,” according to the SWOSU Foundation’s 
website.

At 6:30pm dinner will be served and at 7pm 
the live auction portion of the event will begin. 
This portion of the auction will feature some of 
the biggest ticket items up on the auction block 
including: A six-day, five-night Hawaiian getaway; a 
PGA Championship getaway; a VIP Kelley Jewelers 
shopping spree; a custom SWOSU golf cart; an 
OKC Thunder Club landing suite experience; and 
a Mediterranean Dinner with SWOSU President 
Joel Kendall.

The live auction will be simulcast online as 
well, so SWOSU supporters won’t have to be in 
attendance to bid on those items.

Guests of the live auction are encouraged to come 
dressed in SWOSU casual or Tropical Luau attire.

Individual tickets for the event are priced at 
$100 per person with full table sponsorships for 8 
available seats ranging from $1,000 to $7,500.

The online auction leading up to the live auction 
event also boasts a bounty of sports memorabilia, 
trips, game tickets, and miscellaneous services and 
items that will help support SWOSU Athletics.

For more information about the event or to 
purchase tickets or sponsorships you can visit 
www.swosufoundation.com/athletic-auction/

SWOSU Athletic Auction to Celebrate 20th Anniversary on August 8th

https://wright.media/images/Files/contestrules/Rt_66_2026_RULES.pdf
http://www.hintonok.com
http://wright.media
http://www.swosufoundation.com/athletic-auction/
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Furniture, Window Covers, Decor, Bedding, Lighting, and more!
Our Decorators and Designers are here for your needs.

(Hunter Douglas available for window treatment)

COFFEY AUCTION
—  PUBLIC  AUCTION  —

JULY 25, 2026 @ 9am
 86196 N 2560 Rd., Watonga

VEHICLE, WATERCRAFT, RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLES, TRACTOR, TOOLS, MOWERS, ETC.

 Contact the office at 405-542-3646
or the website coffeyreauction.com

One of the most compelling 
local cases of a UFO over 

Oklahoma came in the pre-dawn hours of March 23, 
1966. A man on a dark road near Temple, just south 
of Lawton, had a close encounter of startling detail.

William “Eddie” Laxson, a 52-year-old civilian 
instructor from nearby Sheppard Air Force Base, was 
driving to work before dawn when he slammed on 
the brakes, encountering an object like a “wingless 
airplane fuselage” that was parked squarely across 
the highway. Stepping out of his car, Laxson got a 
clear look: the metallic craft was about 75 feet long, 
8 feet high, with “a plexiglas bubble on top” and 
bright forward and aft lights. As he approached, he 
saw a human-like figure wearing what looked like a 
mechanic’s baseball cap climb up into the object via 
steps in its underside. In the next instant, the craft 
emitted a high-pitched whirring sound and shot off 
into the sky, accelerating an estimated 720 mph in 
a southeasterly direction. Stunned, Laxson drove 
on and soon met another motorist pulled over, C.W. 
Anderson, who excitedly confirmed he too “had seen 
the craft” flying off toward the Red River. “I know 
that people will say that Laxson is darned crazy. But 
that’s what I saw,” Anderson insisted to a reporter 
the next day. Laxson himself was open-minded about 
the object’s origins – given his aviation background, 
he initially suspected a secret military project, 
speculating it might be “some type of Army or Air 
Force research aircraft” being tested in the area.

Project “Blue Book,” the U.S. Air Force’s official 
UFO investigation program, took the Temple incident 
seriously: investigators interviewed Laxson and 
checked for any experimental aircraft activity at the 
time, but no helicopter or plane could be placed in 
that area at 5:05 a.m. that morning. The case was 
ultimately logged as “unidentified” by the Air Force – 
one of the rare Blue Book cases deemed unexplained. 
(Blue Book’s archive of “Unknown” cases indeed 
includes the Temple sighting, noting it occurred on 
March 23, 1966, near the Texas–Oklahoma border.) 
Locals dubbed the mysterious craft the “Temple 
Torpedo,” and it drew enough attention to hit the front 
page of Lawton’s papers as well as the Wichita Falls 
Record-News. According to later research, Laxson’s 
sketch of the object bore an eerie resemblance to a 
famous UFO from New Mexico – the egg-shaped 
craft Lonnie Zamora encountered in 1964 – including 
strange symbols on its side. Such parallels only 
deepened the mystery.

Dramatic events like this left a deep imprint on the 
Lawton region’s culture. For a time in the mid-’60s, 
UFOs became a staple of coffee-shop conversation 
and local headlines. The Lawton Constitution and 
Morning Press ran attention-grabbing stories like 
“Temple Man ‘Meets’ UFO on Highway”, treating 
Eddie Laxson’s story with a mix of curiosity and 
gravity. In neighborhoods around Fort Sill, children 
and adults alike scanned the skies on clear evenings, 
wondering if the strange lights might return. Some 
residents admittedly felt a little uneasy living under 
what seemed to be a cosmic spotlight. As one farmer’s 
wife told a reporter after watching the glowing orbs 
over her pasture, “I didn’t sleep a wink that night 
– every time I closed my eyes I’d see those lights 
dancing”, encapsulating the anxious wonder many 
felt. Yet Oklahomans also approached the UFO craze 
with their characteristic good humor and skepticism. 
Jokes circulated that the “little green men” must be 
interested in Lawton’s new mall or that Fort Sill’s 
artillery school had accidentally shot shells all the 
way to Mars. Area newspapers published editorial 
cartoons lampooning flying saucers, even as they 
dutifully reported each new sighting. 

While the frenzy eventually quieted, the legends 
endured. In the decades since, the 1965–66 UFO 
flap around Lawton has become part of Oklahoma 
folklore. Books like More Mysterious Oklahoma by 
David Farris and Sooner Saucers: Oklahoma UFOs 
1947–1969 by Marilyn Hudson have kept these 
stories alive, recounting how “shocked observers 
could only stare wide-eyed” as the unknown flew 
over their towns. Local historical societies preserve 
the newspaper clippings, and the tale of the Temple 
incident is still told in Stephens and Comanche 
counties.

Why did the Lawton area experience such a 
cluster of UFO reports in the 1960s? Historians and 
ufologists point to a confluence of factors. First, 
Fort Sill’s military presence likely played a role. 
The sprawling Army post (established in 1869) was 
an artillery and missile testing center during the 
Cold War, home to experimental weapon trials and 
frequent training flights. It wasn’t uncommon for 
flares, high-altitude parachute drops, or nighttime 
helicopter maneuvers to light up the skies above 
the Wichita Mountains. Some unusual sightings 
were no doubt misidentified military activities, and 
conversely, , if truly unknown craft were in the 
vicinity, they might have been drawn to observe 

the Army’s installations. (a pattern reported near 
other bases in that era). Laxson’s initial hunch that 
he’d stumbled upon a secret Army project attests to 
this military context – in 1966 the U.S. was deeply 
engaged in Cold War weapons development, and the 
public knew cutting-edge aerospace projects were 
often cloaked in secrecy. Indeed, many Oklahomans 
in the ’60s believed some “UFOs” could be advanced 
U.S. or even Soviet spy craft being tested in remote 
skies.

Secondly, Cold War-era jitters primed residents 
to look up. The Soviet launch of Sputnik in 1957 
had turned eyes skyward around the world; by 
the mid-60s, satellites and rocket stages regularly 
streaked over Oklahoma. Air raid drills and talk of 
spy planes were part of everyday life. In this climate 
of vigilance, a bright meteor or an unusual aircraft 
light was more likely to trigger a UFO report than in 
quieter times. Additionally, the public imagination 
had been stirred by the space race and science fiction; 
flying saucers were on magazine covers and TV 
shows. When actual lights appeared, citizens were 
ready to interpret them as possible visitors from 
beyond.

Finally, geography and visibility gave southwest 
Oklahoma an edge. This is big sky country – the 
plains around Lawton are broad and relatively free of 
light pollution, and the Wichita Mountains Wildlife 
Refuge offers elevated vantage points like Mount 
Scott from which a person can see for dozens of 
miles. 

When Project Blue Book closed, it marked the 
end of an era. In Oklahoma, as elsewhere, UFO 
enthusiasts and private groups picked up where the 
Air Force left off. The International UFO Bureau, 
founded in Oklahoma City by Hayden Hughes in 
the late 1950s, grew in prominence and attracted 
scientists, police, and citizens into its fold. Hughes 
had been a keen follower of the Lawton-area reports 
and continued investigating sightings statewide 
after Blue Book’s conclusion. The legacy of the 
1960s sightings around Lawton thus lives on both in 
government archives and in the collective memory 
of the region. Today, those declassified case files 
are available to the public at the National Archives, 
allowing a new generation to marvel at the original 
reports, photographs, and military memos from that 
period. And in the Lawton evenings, keep an eye 
open to the sky, you may see the next unexplained 
mystery.

Chase Wright
Staff Writer

Oklahoma History: Lawton, OK’s Most Famous UFO Sighting (1966)

Michael Schratt / Aviation Historian
A rough depiction of the “Temple Torpedo” described by Eddie Laxson, 
who reportedly encourtered it in Temple, OK.

The Lawton Constitution
Part of an article describing truck driver William Eddie Laxson’s 
reported encounters with various “strange objects.”
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SWOSU Women's Golf Lands on WGCA All-American Scholar List
Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations SWOSU Women's Golf 

pla ced  t h ree  s t udent-
athletes on the Women's Golf Coaches Association 
(WGCA) All-American Scholar list, announced 
Monday by the organization.

 Nerea Anton, Maria Velilla, and London Wilson 
represented SWOSU on the list. Wilson has now 
won the honor as both a freshman and sophomore. 

Since 2012, SWOSU Women's Golf has totaled 
35 WGCA All-American Scholars from 18 different 
student-athletes.

 
About the Women's Golf Coaches Association
The Women's Golf Coaches Association, founded 

in 1983, is a non-profit organization representing 
women's collegiate golf coaches. The WGCA was 
formed to encourage the playing of college golf 
for women in correlation with a general objective 
of education and in accordance with the highest 
tradition of intercollegiate competition. Today, the 
WGCA represents over 750 coaches throughout 
the U.S. and is dedicated to educating, promoting 
and recognizing both its members and the student-
athletes they represent.

The criteria for selection to the 
All-American Scholar Team are as follows:

- Have an overall cumulative Grade Point 
Average (GPA) of 3.50 or higher

- Be an amateur and on the team’s roster 
through the conclusion of the team’s season

- Have played in 50% of the college’s regularly 
scheduled competitive rounds during the year 

nominated through the team's conference 
championship.
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