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Weatherford Rotary Club’s 4th of July Celebrated 250 Years of America

Provided
Various America-themed memorabilia was given away in Rader Park, 
including stickers, bandanas, and trifolds containing the Declaration 
of Independence.

Provided
Weatherford Rotary Club members, whose contributions towards 
this annual Fourth of July festival made this year’s proceedings 
possible.

Provided
Rotary President Briley Baca checks in with various guests and rotarians throughout the Weatherford Rotary Club’s 4th of July celebration.

http://www.tridentcapillary.com
https://westokweekly.com/images//papers/1-DIGITAL-EDITION.pdf
http://www.heliospumps.com


C a t h e r i n e  N a s h 
Dougherty was born to 
Evans and Jean Nash in 
Oklahoma City on March 
9, 1947 and passed at her 
home in Hinton on June 
28, 2026. She spent her 
childhood exploring the 
natural beauty of 1950's 
Nichols Hills with her 

sisters Nancy and Patricia.
This idyllic experience fostered a love of nature that 

she would share with her children and grandchildren and 
carry into her writing and conservation efforts. Catherine 
attended several universities eventually landing at OCU 
where she got her Bachelor's degree in Sociology and 
Psychology and her Master's in Human Ecology. At OCU 
she met the love of her life, Michael Dougherty (they were 
virtually inseparable for almost 55 years).

After a brief courtship the couple married in 1971 
before joining the back-to-earth movement that lead 
them to Western Oklahoma where they raised their eight 
children on a small farm in Hinton. Catherine took great 
pride in her children and worked tirelessly for them. 
From cloth diapers, fresh canned foods and milking 
goats for lactose-intolerant twins and homeschooling, 
she dedicated her life to raising the "next generation" of 
healthy, conscientious adults.

Catherine was a lifelong activist who championed 
causes for human equality and cultural sensitivity. 
Known under the moniker of "PoisonPen," she wrote 
many letters and articles for women's rights and 
responsible stewardship reflecting her dedication to 
natural conservation. This passion translated into, 
among other things, a riding stable on the family's 
woodland property as well as a wild animal sanctuary; 
both nurtured her love of the outdoors, those feathered 
and furry friends that inhabited it, and the flowers and 
vegetation that inspired her beautiful writing.

Catherine was a prolific writer with a weekly newspaper 
column titled "In the Garden". These articles included a 
unique blend of Catherine's sharp wit, colloquial tidbits, 
fascinating facts and her own personal perspective on life 
and gardening. Her articles were published in the El Reno 
Tribune, Hinton Record, and The Country Connection 
for over a decade.

Her work is also featured on Facebook and her website 
www.gardening4us.com, where her writings can still 
be found. She was featured in multiple publications 
including The Sooner Catholic, Oklahoma Living, and 
on KOCO TV’s “Someone You Should Know.”

Catherine was preceded in death by her parents, 
Evans and Jean Nash and in-laws Dr. Raymond and 
Eileen Dougherty and her sister Nancy Nash. She leaves 
behind a loving husband of almost 55 years (virtually 
inseparable from him since the time they meet), Michael 
and children Webster and wife Rebecca, Dolan and wife 
Tara, Marshall and wife Andrea, Patrick, John and wife 
Nikki, Peter and wife Lynnae, Andrew and wife Kylie, 
and Elizabeth and husband Alex. She also leaves behind 
grandchildren Zoe, Ella, Julia, Evans, Nash, Pierce, 
Fiona, Nova, Ada, Dillon, Everett, Porter, Ruth, Lilian, 
Kate and Isaac.
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Kathy Ann Neufeld was 
born on April 4, 1953, in 
El Paso, Texas, to Richard 
Wayne Butler and Mary 
Etta (Frazier) Statser. She 
passed away alongside her 
beloved husband, Rodney 
Ray Neufeld, north of 
Arapaho, Oklahoma, on 
June 25, 2026.

Kathy spent her early childhood in Sentinel, OK, 
where she created many treasured memories. She looked 
forward to Christmases spent with her cousins, learned 
to ride a bicycle, and enjoyed countless summer days 
at the Sentinel swimming pool. With the guidance of 
her mother, she learned to sew, making many of her 
own clothes, and she cherished attending Butler family 
reunions. Later, her family moved to Weatherford. 
During her high school years, Kathy was honored as 
Football Homecoming Queen in 1969 and graduated 
from Weatherford High School with the Class of 1971.

Kathy made her home in Weatherford, where she 
raised her two children, Elizabeth and Joshua. The 
family attended Trinity Baptist Church. The couple 
was married on October 24, 1981, in Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska. They blended their families, and Kathy 
lovingly welcomed Rodney's daughters, Jennifer and 
Leslie. Together they built a life filled with love and 
shared adventures. Over the years, they made their 
home in Scottsbluff, Nebraska; Wichita Falls, Texas; 
Colorado Springs, Colorado; and, in 1994, returned to 
Oklahoma, living in Cordell and Weatherford before 
settling in Custer City.

Kathy enjoyed quilting, sewing, fishing, cooking, 
and caring for her flowers. She was proud of her family 
and especially enjoyed spending time with her children 
and grandchildren. Her years as secretary of the First 
Christian Church in Clinton and her involvement in 
Trinity Baptist Church were an important part of her life.

Kathy and Rodney passed away together after sharing 
over 44 wonderful years of marriage. She was preceded 
in death by her parents and grand-daughter, Demi Sikes.

She is survived by daughter, Elizabeth Sikes (Janel 
Rippetoe) of Elk City; son, Joshua Sikes of Elk City; 
daughter, Jennifer Chansler (Patrick) of Weatherford; 
daughter, Leslie Doshier of Cordell; step-father, Wes 
Statser; sisters, Sandra Teasley (Calvin) of Weatherford, 
Janalyn Taylor of Clinton, Susan Rollins (Ricky) 
of Austin, Texas, Rex Statser (Debbie) of Yukon; 
grandchildren, Kendall Sikes (Haylee), Kylee Sikes 
(Matt Puttkammer), Taylor Elkins, Austin Chansler 
(Kenzie), Carli Doshier, Dalton Doshier and Rylee 
Price; 13 great-grandchildren; and several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Memorial Donations may be made in their name to 
the Trinity Baptist Church Building Fund at PO Box 
67, Weatherford, OK 73096 or the Custer City Senior 
Citizens Center at PO Box 349, Custer City, OK 73639.

Kathy Neufeld
Sara Dyck, lovingly 

known as Mama Sara, 
Mom, and Grandma, 
entered into the presence 
of her Lord and Savior 
on June 27, 2026, in 
Corn, Oklahoma, at the 
age of 74.

Sa ra  was  bor n  on 
December 30, 1951, in 
Mexico. On September 6, 1970, she married the love 
of her life, Johan Dyck. Together they built a home 
centered on faith, hard work, and family, raising 
five children and creating a legacy that continues 
through their children and grandchildren.

Anyone who knew Sara, knew she had an 
incredible work ethic and could make anything 
sparkle. Whether she was helping on the farm or 
cleaning the house, she gave every task her very 
best.

She was never rushed and always believed 
there was value in taking the time to do things 
right. Mom faithfully served her family through 
the countless little things she did each day, often 
without recognition, and her quiet dedication was 
a beautiful reflection of the love she had for those 
around her.

She also had a love for beautiful flowers and 
never passed up a nice pair of shoes. Those little 
joys brought a smile to her face and reflected the 
warmth she carried throughout her life.

More than anything else, Sara loved her Lord. 
She knew her Savior personally and lived with the 
confident assurance that one day He would call 
her home. She treasured the Scriptures, especially 
the verses that spoke of the assurance of salvation, 
and found great comfort and joy in singing the old 
hymns of the faith. Her unwavering trust in Jesus 
Christ shaped the way she lived and the legacy she 
leaves behind.

Her greatest joy was her family. She faithfully 
loved her husband, children, grandchildren, and 
everyone God placed in her life. Her patience, 
servant's heart, and steadfast faith will continue to 
inspire all who knew her.

Though her family grieves her absence, they 
rejoice knowing she is now in the presence of the 
Savior she loved so deeply. Her life was a testimony 
of faithful service, enduring love, and unwavering 
hope in Christ.

Sara was preceded in death by her grandson, 
Steven, and her son-in-law, John. 

She is survived by her husband, Johan Dyck; 
her children: John and his wife, Mary; Pete and 
his wife, Lena; Mary and her husband, Abe; Sara 
and her husband, Cornelius; and Lena and her 
husband, Pancho; 24 grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren.

Sara Dyck
Rodney Ray Neufeld 

was born in Weatherford, 
Oklahoma on September 
8, 1950, to Clarence 
Virgil and Fleda Arlene 
(Cartwright) Neufeld. He 
passed away alongside 
his wife, Kathy Ann 
(Butler) Neufeld, north 
of Arapaho, on June 25, 
2026, at the age of 75.

Rodney was raised in Weatherford, Oklahoma, 
where he graduated with the Class of 1969. During 
his high school years, he was active in both football 
and track. Following graduation, Rodney attended 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University, where he 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Speech in 
1974. Feeling called to ministry, Rodney continued 
his education at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. He later returned 
to Weatherford to serve as pastor of Trinity Baptist 
Church from 1975 to 1979. The church had long 
been an important part of his family's life, as his 
parents were charter members.

The couple was married on October 24, 1981, in 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska. They blended their families, 
and Rodney lovingly welcomed Kathy's children, 
Elizabeth and Joshua. Together they built a life filled 
with love and shared adventures. Over the years, 
they made their home in Scottsbluff, Nebraska; 
Wichita Falls, Texas; Colorado Springs, Colorado; 
and, in 1994, returned to Oklahoma, living in 
Cordell and Weatherford before settling in Custer 
City.

Rodney worked for HNC over 10 years and then 
went to ATS for a few years before retirement. He 
enjoyed playing pool, fishing, working on cars, 
and mowing for Custer City to keep him occupied. 
Rodney never knew a stranger and was a loving 
and kind man that enjoyed spending time with his 
family. He loved serving the Lord and never missed 
an opportunity to tell people about Him.

Kathy and Rodney passed away together after 
sharing over 44 wonderful years of marriage. 
He was preceded in death by his parents; grand-
daughter, Demi Sikes; and brother-in-law, Mark 
Martin.

Rodney is survived by daughter, Jennifer 
Chansler (Patrick) of Weatherford; daughter, Leslie 
Doshier of Cordell; daughter, Elizabeth Sikes (Janel 
Rippetoe) of Elk City; son, Joshua Sikes of Elk City; 
brother, Ron Neufeld (Kolleen) of Florida; sister, 
Janna Martin of Cordell; grandchildren, Kendall 
Sikes (Haylee), Kylee Sikes (Matt Puttkammer), 
Taylor Elkins, Austin Chansler (Kenzie), Carli 
Doshier, Dalton Doshier, Rylee Price; 13 great-
grandchildren; and several nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

Rodney Neufeld

Catherine Dougherty

Jim Thompson
J i m m i e  C a r r o l 

Thompson was born on 
August 30, 1933, to Albert 
and Pearl McQuilliams 
Thompson in Greenfield, 
OK. He passed away on 
Sunday, June 28, 2026, 
at the Okeene Hospital 
in Okeene, OK, at the 
age of 92.

Jim graduated from Greenfield High School in 1953. 
During high school, he was active in both football 
and basketball and was a member of the Greenfield 
football team that finished as state runner-up.

After graduation, he continued playing basketball 
with the Watonga Town Team. Following high school, 
Jim proudly served his country in the United States 
Marine Corps. On April 28, 1957, he married Betty 
Marie Landreth. They made their home for a short 
time in Kansas, where Jim worked for an aircraft 
company, before returning to the Watonga area.

Betty preceded him in death in 2005. After 
returning to Oklahoma, Jim worked for the Barrett 
Ranch, in Southard for U.S. Gypsum, and later for 
the City of Watonga as an electrician in the Water and 
Light Department, retiring in 1992.

Even after retirement, Jim continued doing 
electrical work on the side and enjoyed helping his 
father-in-law on the family farm.

Jim was known for his generous heart and 
willingness to help anyone in need. He never had 
a bad word to say about anyone and was respected 
for his kindness, humility, and servant’s spirit. He 
enjoyed hunting, fishing, gardening, yard work, and 
building projects out of wood. Jim was a member 
of the Watonga American Legion, was active in the 
Watonga Volunteer Fire Department, and faithfully 
cared for several area cemeteries. He and Betty 
especially enjoyed square dancing and were very 
active in the local square dance community.

Jim was a faithful member of Trinity Baptist Church 
in Watonga, where he served as both a deacon and 
trustee. He was also active in the Watonga Ministerial 
Alliance. On September 25, 2009, Jim married Mae 
McBride in Watonga, Oklahoma. Together they 
shared many wonderful years.

He is survived by his wife, Mae Thompson, of the 
home in Watonga; two children, John Thompson 
and wife Miranda of Watonga, and Brenda Roof of 
Glendale, Arizona; seven grandchildren: Matthew 
Thompson and wife Kayce of Eagle City, Oklahoma; 
Zachary Brack and wife Rexanne of Watonga, 
Oklahoma; Eric Thompson and Adam Thompson, 
both of Watonga , Oklahoma; Brian Roof and wife 
Tina of Glendale, Arizona; Derik Roof and wife 
Corrine Maier of Phoenix, Arizona; and Nicole Roof 
and husband Sean Lowery of Glendale, Arizona.

He is also survived by two stepchildren: Rick 
Doss of Sedalia, Missouri; and Karen Anstead and 
her husband Phill of Enid, Oklahoma; four step-
grandchildren: Aspen Doss, Steven Doss, Laura 
Ingle, Jesse Reeb, and Sierra Bancroft; 13 great-
grandchildren: Braxton, Hayden, Emberly, Lynlee, 
Hannah, Malachi, Ezekiel, Zoe, Vincent, Lily, Valour, 
Bella, and Isaac; four step-great-grandchildren, 
Wayleigh, Briggette, Donavan, and Dorian; two 
brothers, Loyd Thompson of Cambridge, Nebraska, 
and Melvin Thompson and wife Barbara of Midwest 
City, Oklahoma; one sister, Louise Schultz of Okeene; 
the Landreth family; as well as many nieces, nephews, 
other relatives, and friends.

Jim was preceded in death by his parents, Albert 
and Pearl Thompson, and his first wife, Betty 
Thompson.

http://www.gardening4us.com
https://www.lockstonefuneralhome.com
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Optometrist Dr. Nguyen Joins TrueVision Team

TrueVision Optometric Group, with locations 
in Weatherford and Clinton, has announced a new 
optometrist, Dr. Lan Nguyen, will be joining their staff.

Dr. Nguyen is a pr imary care optometr ist 
dedicated to providing comprehensive, patient-
centered eye care for patients of all ages. She earned 
her Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Science from 
the University of Central Oklahoma, eventually 
receiving her Doctor of Optometry degree from 
Northeastern Oklahoma State University’s College 
of Optometry in May of 2026.

Dr. Lan Nguyen is passionate about community 
service and advancing eye care. She has volunteered 
her time providing eye care for underserved 
populations through diabetic eye clinics in Oklahoma, 

“Giving Sight Day,” and an international mission 
trip to Roatan, Honduras. She is also bilingual in 
English and Vietnamese.

For her services, Dr. Nguyen received the 2025 
“Vision Practice Excellence Award,” jointly 
presented by Vision Service Plan (VSP) and the 
American Academy of Optometry Foundation 
(AAOP).

Dr. Nguyen is also a recipient of the “Michael 
G. Harris Community Service Excellence Award,” 
presented through the American Academy of 
Optometry.

Outside the office, enjoys cooking, spending time 
with family and friends, and exploring new places 
with her fiancée, Edward, and their cat, Zod.

DR. LAN NGUYENDR. LAN NGUYEN
TRUEVISION OPTOMETRISTTRUEVISION OPTOMETRIST

Weatherford Regional 
Hospital Announcing 
TSET Walking Track

Provided
The Weatherford Regional Hospital facility in Weatherford, where the proposed Walking Track 
will be located.

Weatherford Regional 
Hospital is currently in the 

planning stage of a walking track project designed  
to promote physical activity. It will be located in 
front of their Weatherford facility.

“We'd [like to] have a nice, probably 5-foot-wide, 
concrete level walking track so that people in town 
that want a little safer, flat surface to walk on could 
do that here possibly,” Chief Executive Officer Darin 
Farrell shared about the project during a recent 
Board of Trustees meeting.

Weatherford Regional Hospital has received 
$29,000 of grant funding from Oklahoma’s Tobacco 
Settlement Endowment Trust (TSET) for the 
planning phase of the project.  However, Farrell 
explained that a separate grant application is 
required for the construction phase of the project.

“This particular set of grants from the TSET is 
for physical activity,” Chief Executive Officer Darin 
Farrell shared about the project during a recent 
Board of Trustees meeting.  “We'd like to have it a 
little bit beautified out front.  Our tentative design 
would also have some seating areas.”

Kyra Huckabay
WOK News Team

COFFEY AUCTION
—  ESTATE  AUCTION  —

JULY 18, 2026 @ 9am
 13097 St. Hwy 152, Binger, OK

ANTIQUES, COINS, FURNITURE, 
AND MISC. EQUIPMENT.

 Contact the office at 405-542-3646
or the website coffeyreauction.com

Furniture, Window Covers, Decor, Bedding, Lighting, and more!
Our Decorators and Designers are here for your needs.

(Hunter Douglas available for window treatment)

mailto:sales%40westokweekly.com?subject=Weather%20Spot
mailto:c.graybill%40wright.media?subject=WestOK%20-%20Sales%20Position
http://wright.media
http://coffeyreauction.com
http://www.facebook.com/UptownMarketPlace/
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LOCAL AND
AREA NEWSSponsored by:

CORDELL / NEW HOUSING - Cordell Mayor Phil 
Kliewer is hopeful that additional housing is on the 
horizon for the city of Cordell.  “I've talked to some 
people that actually presented plans to us for not just 
one or two, like 15 to 30, and I've got to believe they 
know something that's going on in the area,” expressed 
Kliewer.  “I wish Cordell could support that on its 
own, but I'm not so sure about that.  But Burns Flat 
activity, and all of that, is certainly in the cards.”
—————————————————————
CUSTER CO / ILLEGAL FISHING - Custer 
County Sheriff Dan Day would like to remind residents 
to refrain from fishing off of county bridges.  “It's a 
liability.  There's not enough room on [the bridge] for 
two vehicles to pass with somebody to be standing 
fishing.”  Day added that the Custer County Sheriff’s 
Department will work with game rangers, responsible 
for enforcing Oklahoma’s Wildlife Conservation 
codes, on the matter and tickets will be issued if needed.  
“The Game Rangers’ tickets [will cost roughly] $700.”
—————————————————————
CLINTON / ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – 
Fayne Sawatzky has been named the Community 
Economic Development Director for the city of 
Clinton.  “I'm excited to be here and I’m excited to 
be doing this…new position [in] community and 
economic development,” Sawatzky shared about this 
new opportunity.  “I'm going to be working with a lot 
of different people, a lot of different organizations and 
other department heads to kind of develop some stuff.  I 
Look forward to learning a lot of new stuff and working 
with a lot of new people and hopefully I can make 
some improvement with Clinton.”  Sawatzky said he is 
invested in the growth of Clinton and plans to develop 
current Clinton businesses, as well as attract new ones.
—————————————————————
WEATHERFORD / CORNERSTONE CENTER 
Cornerstone Early Childhood Development Center 
in Weatherford is now under new ownership, said 
former owner Venessa Rogers.  Effective as of 
June 29, ownership of the center has transitioned 
to Chris Isbell and Leapfrog Learning Center, with 
Rylan Klassen serving as the Site Director.  Rogers 
says the teachers, daily schedules, and the core 
curriculum at the Center will remain the same.
water needs and the main focus for Weatherford 
would be to expand water treatment capacity.

WEATHERFORD / WATER IMPROVEMENTS
The Weatherford City Commission recently agreed 
to move forward with a program agreement for water 
system improvements with Myers Engineering.  
This was initially a loan program that was started 
in the last three or four years,” Bill Myers of 
Myers Engineering said about the program.  “For 
towns over 10,000 [population], you could get up 
to $1 million if you would spend over $3 million.  
Sometimes you could borrow over 3 million, so it 
was 25-75.  But this year, they changed the rules 
to where it's a 50-50; if you have a project, if you 
borrow $1 million from them, they're going to give 
you $1 million through principal forgiveness.”  
Myers added that terms for the loan can be set by 
city officials.  The program is intended to address 
—————————————————————
WEATHERFORD /  DR ALLARD -  The 
Weatherford Regional Hospital Board of Trustees 
voted to accept the nomination of Dr. Tyson Allard 
(TrueVision Optometric Group) to the board. “I 
come from the Tulsa Air Nation Guard,” Dr. Allard 
shared about himself during the Hospital Board 
meeting.  “I'm very familiar with a lot of things 
presented in this [industry] because we have to run a 
facility as well in the military.”  Dr. Allard succeeds 
former Board Member Andy Carruth, who officially 
stepped down last month.
—————————————————————
WEATHERFORD / POLICE ACCREDITATION 
Weatherford Police Department has earned 
accreditation from the Oklahoma Law Enforcement 
Accreditation Program, which is through the 
Oklahoma Association of Chiefs of Police.  “The 
Accreditation Program provides Oklahoma law 
enforcement agencies with an avenue to demonstrate 
that they meet commonly accepted standards and 
best practices for efficient and effective operations,” 
explained Kevin McCullough, who serves on the 
Accreditation Commission.  “Law enforcement 
executives who seek accreditation under our 
program have had their written policies, their 
procedures, and their operation evaluated to ensure 
that they meet all statutory requirements and also 
national best practices for policing.”  Weatherford is 
only one of ten departments who have gone through 
the accreditation process for smaller agencies.

Want to share a birthday?Want to share a birthday?
EmailEmail a.shook@wright.media a.shook@wright.media
to announce it here forto announce it here for FREE! FREE!

Christian Free Store – Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or 
(580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK, Community Center “Bible Study," Every Monday Night from 7:00 to 8:00 Hwy 58. Five miles South 
of Hwy 152. For more information contact (405) 643-9211. Free and Open to the Public. OK Parkinson’s Alliance, monthly support 
group meeting the second Thursday of each month, excluding December, at 5:30 p.m. at Weatherford’s Pioneer Center, 1000 Gartrell Place. 
Patients, caregivers, family or friends are welcome. Questions? Contact OK Parkinson’s Alliance (405) 810-0695 or info@OKpa.org. 
Iron Sharpens Iron is a Christ-centered adult support group every Tuesday night at 7pm. 233 E Main in Hydro, First Christian Church. 

Happy Birthday Wishes for July 8th – Jeanine Berrong, Bradley Blackwell, Lou Hamilton, Jr., Billy Karlin, Robin Karlin, 
Terry MaGill, David Miller, Jim Rodemeyer, Terry Thomson, Julie Tisdal; July 9th – Carolyn Dibler, Jerry Hill, 
Frank Johnson, Glenda Jordan, Mark Lantz, Frances Moore, Caitlin Russel, Sheila Settles, Michael Webb; 
July 10th – Les Crall, Carolyn Curell, Leshia Jackson, Connie Lopez, Bobby Marsee, Rachel Smith, James Taylore II; 
July 11th – Hessie Atteberry, Rebecca Blake, Paula Blake, Delores Davidson, David Matz, Lori Stewart, Sue Vermillion; 
July 12th – Atly Buckner, Jonathan Wesley Dale Hawthorn, Kelvin Hart, Saska Koch, Glenn Morris, Ray Murray, Kyla Scales, 
Emma Loe Shoonmaker, Rev. Earl Stephenson, Liam Turney; July 13th – Cezanne Barrios, Damon Basler, Sami Grove, 
Charlene Haronema, Jennifer Jacks, Deanna LeGrand, Danny Moore, Kelsey Nonast, Matthew Perez, Raegan Roof, Norma Thurman; 
July 14th – Caitlen Coxwell, Willie Galindo, Carissa Hewitt, Frieda Beck, Jamie Patton, Pauline Pennington, Debbie Smith; 
July 15th – Vanessa Baileys, Chris Guthrie, Alecia Lay, Layla Lowrance, Aleesha Lustfield, Shaylee Maddox, Jade Mahan, Lee Miller, 
David Morris, Alison Page Bieberich, Jason Rivera, Jessie Silver, Jessica Spencer, Carl Spradlin, Betty Sturn, Addison Weaver, 
Jami Weaver.

Internet Phone Television

www.XStreamServices.com

Wireless Internet Only
Service Areas:

Weatherford, Oney, Anadarko, Gracemont, 
Ft. Cobb, Crows Roost, South Calumet

204 W MAIN
HINTON, OK

Fiber/DSL & Wireless Internet 
Service Areas:

Hinton, Lookeba, Eakly, Colony, Hydro,
Binger & Cedar Lake

405.542.3262

Renovations on Burns Flat’s “Infinity One OK Spaceport” Underway
A lot of progress is being made 

at the Oklahoma Spaceport 
in Burns Flat, now known as the “Infinity One 
Oklahoma Spaceport,” with various local leaders 
weighing in on its development.

When it comes to potential development at the 
Infinity One Oklahoma Spaceport in Burns Flat, 
Cordell Mayor Phil Kliewer says cities and towns 
similar to Cordell can benefit from that development.

“If [the spaceport] ever develops—it has the 
potential to develop and the whole state’s got their 
eyes on it, even renaming it—we are proba-bly 
going to have to support a lot of their housing 
opportunities, hopefully a lit tle bit of retail, 
although that's hard in any little town,” Kliewer 
expressed.  “Area towns have to be ready for that.  
Re-tail is drifting away in towns the size of Cordell.  
We need to do a lot to foster that, but there's certain 
things you just can't control much.”

Senator Darcy Jech revealed that many tenants are 
relocating to the site.  “There’s a new tenant called 
HOP Aero, and that’s a startup rocket company,” 
said Jech.  “They’ve done several successful test 
fires with one of his rocket motors.  They’re working 
with SWOSU on some team opportunities, and 
they even hired a SWOSU grad [from Corn] to be 
on their team.”

Jech also shared that the activity at the spaceport 
is good for rural Oklahoma.  “Another company 
called Firewall Forward leased one of the buildings 
there, and they're moving their entire airplane 
piston motor operation from Colorado to the 
spaceport,” Jech explained.  “They’re going to 
have approximately 10 to 15 full-time equivalents, 
so there’s [going to be] a lot of activity going on at 
that Spaceport.”

New developments  cont inue to  occu r  at 
the spaceport in Burns Flat, with additional 
developments possible in the future.

Mike Smith
News Director

http://www.weatherfordmuseum.org
http://xstreamservices.com


Looking to Haul Off Your Junk! 
Call Shawen at 580-819-2301 or 
Kimberly at 580-330-2427. 

Dodgen Tree Service - Tree 
trimming and removal, fence 
lines cleared. 580-774-9718

MCABEE’S SEWING MACHINE 
VACUUM CLEANER SERVICE 
CENTER - Since 1949, sales, 
service, most makes, scissors 
sharpened, downtown Elk City, 
580-225-6265

Hay For Sale! Two Bar W Farms 
(9198 N 2430 Rd., Thomas, OK)  
selling Alfalfa, Bermuda, Straw. 
Call Kelly at 580-819-0664.

River Parker’s Bicycle Repairs 
Located in Hinton, OK. Offering 
replacements for chains, tires, 
inner tubes, rims, and spokes. 
Call or text 405-952-4207.

3 8 - Y e a r  W e a t h e r f o r d 
B u s i n e s s !  F u l l - T i m e 
Guaranteed Hours! Positions 
Available: Service Technicians, 
F r a m i n g ,  C a r p e n t r y , 
Construction, Small Engines, 
Fence Builders, Farm-Hand/
Labor! Apply now at 609 E Tom 
Stafford.

2012 Tracker Pro Guide V-16
Like new. 60HP Mercury 
outboard and single axle trailer. 
$10,000. 405-952-4641.

Blue Bass Pro Boat - Pick 
up at Mike’s Pickup Auto in 
Weatherford. 125HP Mercury 
Engine. 580-887-3349.

ARE White/Pearl Hard Topper 
For F150 pickup, fits 2009-2014,  
5 1/2 ft. bed, like brand new. 
$700 cash. 405-638-0466.

2004 4x4 Trailblazer - $2,000. 
2003 2WD Trailblazer - $3,000. 
405-639-9667.

2000 Infinity QX56 2012 - 165K 
miles. $16,000. 405-638-1773.

Rail dune buggy frame - 924 
Porsche. good engine. $400. 
405-639-9667.

4-Michelin used passenger 
tires - 20 inch. 580-393-1444.

2002 Monterey 180 Edge - 
181/2 ft. Volvo Penta Engine. 4.3 
Chevy. 190 HP. $7000. 580-
819-2047

300 Honda Trax 4x4 - Will 
trade. 405-639-9667.

2003 Trailblazer - Good shape. 
$3,000. 580-886-2980.

2009 Mercury Grand Marquis 
LS - $3,750 OBO. 580-330-
3489.

Dune Buggy Frame - Looking 
to Trade OBO. 405-639-9667.

Airplane Air Speed Indicator  
Can be used for a unique car 
spedometer. Call 580-774-5771.

2 0 11  H o n d a  S h a d o w  - 
Windshield, Foot Board, and 
Saddle Bags included. Low 
miles. $4,000. 505-635-1865.

2015 GMC Yukon Denali - 169K 
miles. Very good condition. 
$15K OBO. 580-772-4889.

2-Man Bass Boat - Comes with 
motor, oars, and anchor. Call 
405-639-9667

1999 Sprint  15ft  Boat - 
Comes w/ 2016 60HP Mercury 
Fourstroke  and Minnkota Tolley 
Motor, among other goodies. 
$8,500. 580-330-0349.

Frigidaire 6000 BTU A/C - $150 
405-204-7126.

GRACO Crib w/ Sealy Mattress 
$15. 405-201-3717.

93" Smart TV - Mitsubishi. $250. 
580-774-5771.

Safety First Car Seat - $10. Call 
405-301-3717.

Couch + 2 Manual Recliners 
$500 OBO. 580-772-3223.

All-Wooden Rocker - Spindled 
back, comes with cushion. $60.  
580-613-0108.

China Solid Wood Hutch - $300. 
Rolling Top Desk - $200. 
Wood Night Stand - $30.
580-774-4000.

Adjustable Elder Walker -  $20. 
580-613-0108.

Old Fashion Antique Wardrobe 
5'4" tall. Shelves on the left, hang 
ups in the middle. $150. 580-
613-0108.

Antique Lamp Table - $50. Call 
580-774-4000.

7-Piece Tiger Oak Dinette 
Pioneer hutch buffet table and 4 
chairs. Devilled glass and mirrors 
fruit motif. $2,000. 580-772-4297.

8-Drawer Dresser - In good 
condition. 3ft tall, 1'8ft deep, and 
4'11" wide. $75. 580-613-0108.

Gold Gym Treadmill - Excellent 
condition. $300. NO PHONE 
CALLS. Text 580-340-3501

23 Dinner Plates - 75 cents each. 
580-613-0108. 

Coleman Powermate 5500 - 
running bolts electric generator. 
$425. (770) 722-0609.

Large, Framed Mirrors - $45; 
Full length: $10. 580-613-0108 

2 Lean Barstools - 30" tall. Seat 
back has horseshoes. $75 for 
both. 580-890-0004.

Baby Walker - FREE! Please 
Call 580-613-0108.

Microfiber Love Seat - Brown, 
comes with console and drink 
holder. 580-330-0225.

3 Handheld Vacuums - $30 
each. 580-613-0108. 

Curio Cabinet, Bottom Storage 
- $50. Please call 580-774-4000. 

Sofa & Loveseat - Both new. 
Gray. $400 each. 580-302-2780.

80s Riverside Rolltop Oak Desk 
$300. 580-772-7357.

Brothers Sewing Maching - 
Portable. $50. 580-445-6765 

Large Copper Skillet - $35. Call 
580-613-0108.

Thomasville Bed - Comes with 
frame, mattress, and five-drawer 
chest. $450. 580-774-4000.

Good Coffee Table - Pictures 
available. $25. 580-613-0108.

Composite Double Kitchen 
Sink - $75. 580-772-5541.

92pc. China Set - Serves 12. 
$100. 580-309-4045.

For Sale -  Hoe, sprayer, 
ladders, post hole diggers, golf 
cart, kerosene stove, heaters, 
tires, folding chairs, hand tools, 
work bench, mower. 405-246-
8952. 

Craftsman Riding Mowers 
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-
2960.

30 Gallon Electr ic Tank 
Sprayer - Comes with 3 ft. 
boom. $100. 580-772-5541.

Craftsman Push Weed Eater 
Like new, hardly used. Contact 
580-890-0004.

STIHL Weed Trimmer - Never 
used. $275. 580-774-8678.

Sportsman Generators - 
$150 for all three. 405-639-
9667. 

8N Ford Tractor - In good 
condition. $1,500. 580-729-
0001.

Lawnmowers - Craftsman and 
Dixon. $550. 405-639-9667.

Craftsman Riding Mowers 
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-
2960.

Large Dog House - Gabled 
with shingles, in good condition. 
$165. 580-614-0108.

Toy Shorkies - Males and 
Females,  shots,  wormed, 
hypoallergenic. Weatherford. 
$400/each 580-302-1291

Boston Terrier Pups - ACA 
Registered. 580-614-1241.

Large Metal Birdcage - $40. 
5-6 ft tall. 580-613-0108

J a c k  R u s s e l l  P u p p i e s 
- wormed, tails doct, claws 
removed. $400.Call 580-301-
0253. 

4 Pomegranean Puppies 
About 1 year old. 2 Black-and-
White females, 1 Black Male, 
and 1 Brown Male. 903-808-
0312.

Anatolian/Great Pyranees/
Hound Puppies - Born May 2. 
Good livestock guard dog and 
companion. Pictures available. 
$50 each. 580-613-0108.

F o r  S a l e  -  R e g i s t e r e d 
Australian shepherd, male. 
Standard female poodle. Mini 
male poodle. Mini  female 
poodle. 580-614-1241.

Doors, Never Used  - 32" 
general purpose outside door. 
36" glass storm door. 580-
774-0843. 

Barn Tin - $10/sheet. Contact 
405-639-9667. 

Large Thimble Collection - 
$50. 405-545-3028.

Looking for business partner 
for Grocery Store. 405-639-
9667.

Two (2)  Classic  Beanie 
Babies - $50 per box. 405-
545-3028.

Exercise Bike - $20. Please 
call 580-890-9442.

House for Rent - Hinton, OK. 
405-545-0815

Walk-In Tub w/ Jets - $1000 
OBO. 405-663-2413

Ladies Gold Rolex Watch - 
Purchased Locally. Asking for 
$750. 580-774-5771. 

Size 33 Record Albums - $3 
per choice or take all for $1 
each. Call 580-890-9442.

Doors! New Solid Steel for 
$90, Solid Core Wood for $50. 
Call 580-774-5771

Ret i red Painter  Sel l ing 
Painting + Sand Blasting 
Equipment - Ladders, planks, 
swing stage, etc. 580-890-
9442.

Renting Out Arcade Cabinet! 
For your business! Has games 
like Donkey Kong, Pac Man, 
and more. Asking for 50/50 
split on profits. 580-890-0004.

Solid Wood Door - Approx. 
35¾ in. x 79 in., LH swing, 
triple hinged with hardware, 
locks and keys. Call 918-415-
4236. Located in Weatherford.

New Scuba Diving Masks 
Come in various colors. $25 
each. 580-774-5771.

Mens Black SAS Lace-Ups 
Brand new slippers. Size 10 1/2. 
Retail near $200. $50/pair. 
580-772-2300.

Chicken Eggs For Sale - 
222 W Nebraska, Thomas, OK. 
580-673-2016.

Hydro Lots for Sale - Gazebo 
and storage building, located at 
120 W Main St. 405-545-0179.

Jewelry Armoire - New in box. 
$50 OBO. 580-772-3223.

3 Stacks of Metal - Selling to 
Best Offer. 580-886-2980.

Assorted Materials - 2x4s, 
Aluminum, Iron, Plywood, and 
Plastic Palettes. 580-890-
0053.

Steel Office Desk - $20. 
Contact 580-890-9442.

Ceiling Tiles - 209 sq ft. $60. 
Call 580-799-7834. 

Assorted Doors & Full Size 
Hutch - 580-890-0053. 

Wil l  Trade Shotgun for 
Handgun - 405-426-0461.

Large Gas Barbequer - $50. 
Call or text 580-890-0053. 

Unicycle - Needs new inner-
tube. $50. 580-772-5100. 

Old Road Maps - In pristine 
condition. 580-393-1444.
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December 1st-13th

Velveeta, 32oz. (All Varieties) $7.79 Hass Avocados $0.99 each
Betty Crocker Cake Mixes (All Varieties) 4 for $5.00 Red or Green Seedless Grapes, 2lbs. $5.00 
Progresso Soups (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Yellow Onions $.39 lb.
Crav'n Snack Crackers (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 U.S. # 1 Russet Potatoes, 5 lb. Bag $1.99 
Crav'n Fudge Cookies (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Limes 4 for $1.00
Old Orchard Juices, 64 oz. (All Varieties) $2.49 Red Grapefruit $0.89 each
Food Club Chicken Noodle Soup 2 for $1.00 Cluster Tomatoes $1.79 lb. 
Hawaiian Punch, 128oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $6.00
Crisco Oil =, 40oz. $3.98 
Food Club Sugar, 4 lb. $2.98 Banquet Pot Pies 5 for $5.00
Food Club Microwave Popcorn, 3 count (All Varieties) 2 for $3.00 Blue Bunny Ice Cream, 48oz. 2 for $7.00
On-The-Border Tortilla Chips $3.29 Totinos Pizza Rolls, 50 count 2 for $10.00
Food Club Hot Chocolate Mix, 8 count $1.79 Food Club Whipped Topping, 8oz. $0.99 
Food Club Pie Fillings (Asst. Varieties) 2 for $6.00 Crav'n Fruit Pies (All Varieties) $5.99 
Libby's Vegetables (Asst. Varieties) 4 for $5.00
Bush Blackeye Peas, 15.8oz. 2 for $3.00
Bush Beans (Asst. Varieties) 4 for $5.00
Food Club Diced Tomatoes & Chilis, 10oz. (All Varieties) $0.99 Boneless New York Strip Steak $13.59 lb.
Crav'n Salsa Con Queso, 15oz. $2.79 Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops $2.99 lb. 

Pork Spare Ribs $2.99 lb.
Wrights Sliced Bacon $6.99 lb.
Bone- In Pork Steak $3.89 lb.

Yoplait Yogurt, 4-6oz. (All Varieties) 3 for $2.00 Fricks Ham Steaks $5.19 lb.
Food Club Sour Cream, 16oz. $1.99 Opas Smoked Sausage, 16oz. (All Varieties) $6.59
Kraft Philadelphia Cream Cheese, 8oz. 2 for $5.00
Pillsbury Grands Biscuits or Crescent Rolls 2 for $5.00
Food Club Butter (All Varieties) 2 for $7.00 Viva Towels, 6 roll $11.49 
Food Club Heavy Whipping Cream, 32oz. $5.99 Angel Soft Bath Tissue, 16 roll $13.99 
Food Club Dip, 12oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Chinet Dinner Napkins, 40 count $2.29 

                                                                                                                                           Fresh Salad Bar: Mon - Sat 10am-2pm!

DDaaiirryy

MMeeaatt

DDrryy  GGrroocceerryy

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee

FFrroozzeenn

Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM

109 West Main
Hydro, Ok. 73048

405-663-2354
                                        July 6th - 18th 

Food Club Salad Dressing, 16oz. (All Varieties) $1.98 Red or Black Plums $1.99 lb.
Food Club Macaroni and Cheese Dinners, 7.25oz. 2 for $1.00 Blueberries-Blackberries-Raspberries, 6oz. 2 for $6.00
Food Club Ketchup, 20oz. 2 for $3.00 Petite Carrots, 12oz. $2.49 
Food Club Marinade (All Varieties) 2 for $3.00 Large Green Bell Peppers $0.99 each
Maruchan Ramen, 3oz. (All Varieties) 3 for $0.99 Large Oranges $0.99 lb.
Crav'n Crackers (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Honeycrisp Apples $1.99 lb.
Kool Aid Bursts, 6 pack 2 for $4.00 Celery $1.29 stalk 
Wide Awake Coffee, 10 count K Cups (All Varieties) $3.99 
Dukes Mayonnaise, 30oz. $3.98 
Pillsbury Cake Mixes (All Varieties) 4 for $5.00 Crav'n Tater Tots, 32oz. 2 for $5.00
Food Club Sugar, 4 lb. bag $3.49 Food Club Vegetables (Asst. Varieties) 5 for $5.00
Food Club Instant Pudding Mix (All Varieties) $0.69 Food Club Fruit (Asst. Varieties) $2.98 
Head Country Barbeque Sauce, 20oz. (All Varieties) $2.99 Red Barron Pizza 2 for $7.00
Food Club Hamburger Sliced Dills, 32oz. $2.59 Blue Ribbon Ice Cream, 4 qt pail $4.99 
General Mills Cereals (Asst. Brands) $4.39
Food Club Syrup or Pancake Mix (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00
Hostess Donuts, 9-11oz. Bags $2.99
Crav'n Tortilla Chips, 30oz. $3.99 Wright's Sliced Bacon $6.99 lb.
Van Camp Pork N Beans, 15oz. 4 for $5.00 Baby Back Ribs $4.29 lb.

Boneless Pork Shoulder Roast $2.89 lb.
Boneless Pork Loin Roast $2.89 lb.
Pilgrim's Boneless Chicken Breast $3.39 lb.

Food Club Chocolate Milk, Half Gallon $3.48 Boneless Ribeye Steak $19.99 lb.
Food Club Half and Half, 32oz. $2.58 Chicken Fry Steaks $8.99 lb.
Food Club Jumbo Biscuits, 8 count 2 for $3.00
Red Diamond Tea (All Gallons) 2 for $6.00
Food Club Sour Cream, 8oz. $1.38 Fiora Bath Tissue, 12 roll package $3.98 
Borden Thick Cut Cheese, 32oz. (All Varieties) $7.98 Simply Done Red Plastic Cups, 36 count 2 for $4.00
Simply Lemonade, 52oz. $2.98 Simply Done Fiber Plates, 32 count $4.39 

                                                                                                                                                                                 Salad Bar: Monday - Friday 10am-2pm or sold out!

DDaaiirryy

MMeeaatt

DDrryy  GGrroocceerryy

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee

FFrroozzeenn

Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM

109 West Main
Hydro, Ok. 73048

CLASSIFIEDS Advertising 
Deadline: 

Every Friday at 3pm
-

sales@westokweekly.com
(580) 772-5939

SERVICES & PRODUCTS

MISC.

AUTOMOBILES & MORE

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

ANIMALS & PETS

HELP WANTED!

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

 

 

Do you love helping people 
and thrive on technology?   

Join our team as a 
Customer Solutions 

Representative 
(West / Central OK)! 

To learn more and to apply, 
go to Pioneer Telephone’s 

website at GoPioneer.com 
and click on “Careers.” 

EOE/Minority/Female/ 
Disability/Veterans 

mailto:sales%40westokweekly.com?subject=Classifieds
http://tinsleyroofingandconstruction.com
https://ptci.applicantpro.com/jobs/
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I’m remembering between 1948–
1952, my high school days in Binger, 
OK. The hunt was on. We needed 
a car for our weekly girls’ trip to 
Hinton Junction on Rt. 66.

Whose parents would give in to us 
so we could have our weekly outing? 
We promise to buy the gas, so we 
gathered our nickels and dimes. 

Gas was 25–30 cents a gallon at that time. There 
were lots of boys that came to Hinton Junction on 
a Saturday night. Geary, Hinton, and sometimes 
Hydro boys. Now that was fun for the “Binger 
Girls.” We were cute, funny, flirty, and definitely 
not looking for a serious relationship.

We loved to sing and harmonize. We would sing, 
“There’s a Long, Long Trail A-Winding” to and 
from our trip to Hinton Junction on Rt. 66.

Our destination sat a few miles north of Hinton, 
OK on Rt. 66, a gas station, cafe, and motel. 
Spending a couple of hours on a Saturday night 
at Hinton Junction was a highlight for me.

Once we were feeling adventurous, so we drove 
on east of H.J. across “The Bridge.” Sitting just off 
the highway was a small bar called Bell Tavern, 
I believe. As we pulled up, we could see the door 
was open, and we could see a shuffleboard just 
inside.

We piled out of the car and headed for the door. 
A man, probably the owner, stepped to the door, 
took a long look at us, and held up both hands. 
“No, no, no, you girls cannot come in here.”

“We just want to play shuff leboard,” we 
begged. By that time, a group of boys had driven 
up, undoubtedly had followed us from Hinton 
Junction.

Another man joined the first. They were amused. 
“You kids need to go on about your business. 
You can’t come in here.” We laughed as well and 
crawled back in our car, drove back across “The 
Bridge,” where we were accepted.

I’m not sure, but we probably said our goodbyes 
and headed for home, harmonizing to “There’s a 
Long, Long Trail A-Winding.” That was such an 
innocent, pure time. We probably had to be home 
by 9 or 10 o’clock.

Recently, my friend Machelle took me on a 
short day trip over to the Hinton Junction area 
on Rt. 66. It’s in shambles now, of course. I-40 
took care of that. Just the sight stirred up a 
multitude of memories for this old woman. Very 
good memories, when the “Binger Girls” were 
expected to show up at Hinton Junction on Rt. 66 
on a Saturday night.

THE HINTON JUNCTION
Column by Maxine McCullough

The Cloud Chief Fire Department of Cordell, OK 
has received a donation of emergency drinking water 
from Anheuser-Busch to help keep its firefighters 
hydrated during wildfire response efforts. The donation, 
made in partnership with the National Volunteer Fire 
Council (NVFC), will provide critical hydration to first 
responders working long hours in extreme conditions.

On July 1, 2026 2,300+ cans of water were delivered 
by Anheuser-Busch, LLC Anheuser-Busch’s local 
wholesaler partner. The donation will help ensure 
firefighters have access to clean, safe drinking water 
while responding to wildfires and other emergencies 
where proper hydration is essential for safety and 
performance.

The Cloud Chief Fire Department covers 100 square 
miles of rural Washita County, OK. With an annual 
call volume of 40- 60 calls, the majority of which are 
wildland fires.

The CCFD also responds to surrounding communities 
for mutual aid and with the Washita County Task Force.

“Extended emergency responses, especially during 
wildfire season, place significant physical demands on 
our firefighters,” expressed Fire Chief Nocona Cook. 
“Having access to emergency drinking water helps 
protect their health, maintain their endurance, and 
keep them mission-ready when our community needs 
them most. We’re grateful to Anheuser-Busch and the 
National Volunteer Fire Council for providing resources 
that directly support firefighter safety and operational 
readiness,” said Cook.

Anheuser-Busch has a longstanding tradition of 
providing support for disaster relief efforts dating back 
to 1906. Each year, its breweries in Cartersville, Georgia 
and Fort Collins, Colorado periodically pause beer 
production to produce emergency drinking water for 
times of need.

Since 1988, Anheuser-Busch has donated more than 
100 million cans of clean, safe drinking water for 
communities impacted by or preparing for disaster.

With an increased focus on disaster preparedness, 
Anheuser-Busch partnered with the NVFC in 2019 
and, together with its wholesaler partners, has 
supported volunteer fire departments with nearly 12 
million cans of emergency drinking water through 
over 3,700 deliveries across almost all 50 states.

The NVFC is the leading nonprofit association 
representing the interests of volunteer fire, EMS, and 
rescue services across the U.S., with a mission to 
support volunteer responders and the communities 
they serve.

To learn more about the Emergency Drinking 
Water for Wildland Firefighters program, please visit 
www.nvfc.org/water, call 580-515-9359, or email 
CloudChief_FD@live.com.

Cloud Chief Fire Dept. Receives Emergency Drinking Water Donation

https://wright.media/images/Files/contestrules/Rt_66_2026_RULES.pdf
http://hintonok.com
http://www.nvfc.org/water
http://www.nvfc.org/water
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Whether it’s Norwegians rowing on escalators, 
Scots putting traff ic cones on statues, or the 
US Men’s Nat ional team performing above 
expectations, the World Cup in North America has 
truly been a once in a lifetime experience, but have 
you ever Hi-fived Lionel Messi? One lucky Western 
Oklahoman did.

On Monday, June 22nd when Argentina took 
the field for their Group J match against Austria, 
Kooper Slagell, from Hydro, Oklahoma joined 
them. Escorting Nahuel Molina, the Argentinian 
born defender who plays for Athletico Madrid in 
Spain’s La Liga, Kooper was kitted in his World Cup 
match mascot attire and ready for his moment on 
televisions across the globe. “Whenever they were 
doing the national anthem… and then there was this 
{red-haired} guy. Pop, you can see my eyeballs,” 
said Kooper while recalling his experience on The 
Morning Show with Val & Jon.

Kooper’s grandfather and great-uncle are potato 
growers for Frito-Lay and they were contacted by 
Frito-Lay’s parent company PepsiCo to inform them 
that their child relatives were eligible to be selected 
to be match mascots.

They entered Kooper, he was selected and the 
rest is history. While being on television may 
seem glamorous, the process of getting there was 
definitely less so. Kooper’s dad, Kyle Slagell, 
dropped him off at PepsiCo’s regional campus in 
Plano at 4am. From there they bussed Kooper and 
the other match mascots to Dallas Stadium, as it’s 
called during the World Cup. Once there, Kooper 
and his new mascot compatriots got ready in the 
Dallas Cheerleader’s locker room, an experience 
Kyle Slagell claimed Kooper would appreciate more 
when he got older.

Standing among some of the soccer world’s 
greatest players, including Lionel Messi, who some 
consider to be the greatest the game has ever seen, 
Kooper stood with legends and got to represent 
Western Oklahoma on one of the world’s greatest 
stages. After the anthems and the ceremonies, 
Kooper took to the stands and got to watch the 
game.

Afterwards, Kooper got to keep his mascot kit 
as well as other swag provided for attending the 
event, but the memory of being a part of an historic 
sporting event will last much longer.

Kooper Slagell Represents Western Oklahoma on Soccer’s Greatest Stage

http://www.swosugivingweek.com
http://fumcmethodistok.org
http://truevisionoklahoma.com
mailto:i.scott%40wright.media?subject=Hinton%20Livestream%20Positions
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Thursday, July 16

OPEN
HOUSE

BRING A
FRIEND!

Join us for FREE 
tours, on-site child 

care, day passes, and 
group fitness classes!

Great Plains Family YMCA ATU: Jackson Schwartz Named SWOSU’s New 
Head Cross Country & Track & Field Coach

Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University (SWOSU) 

Athletics has announced the hiring of Jackson 
Schwartz as head women's cross country & track 
& field coach.

Schwartz joins SWOSU after serving as assistant 
cross country & track & field coach at Arkansas 
Tech University (ATU) during the 2025-2026 
academic year. He succeeds Jennifer Johnson as 
the 10th head coach in the history of the women's 
cross country program and the third head coach 
of the Bulldogs' Division II women's track & field 
program.

“We're excited to welcome Coach Schwartz to the 
Bulldog family,” said Athletic Direcor Todd Helton. 
“His Great American Conference experience, 
passion for student-athlete development and 
enthusiasm for SWOSU made him an outstanding 
fit to lead our women's cross country and track & 
field program.”

At Arkansas Tech, Schwartz helped the Golden 
Suns capture the 2025 Great American Conference 
women's cross country championship, the first 
conference title in program history.

Serving on the staff of 2025 GAC Coach of the 
Year Gabe Sams, he assisted in developing four 
women's cross country All-GAC selections and 
eight track & field All-GAC honorees. Schwartz 
also coached the 3,000-meter steeplechase and 
1,500-meter event groups, helping athletes establish 
program records in both events.

His athletes also achieved multiple NCAA 
Division II provisional qualifying marks and 
numerous personal-best performances. Beyond 
coaching, Schwartz was actively involved in 
recruiting, travel coordination, meet operations, 
compliance and the day-to-day administration of 
the program.

Prior to joining Arkansas Tech, Schwartz served 
on the coaching staff at Western Colorado University, 
where he worked with nationally competitive 
men's and women's distance programs. There, he 
contributed to athlete development, recruiting, 
t ravel coordinat ion and meet management, 
including directing operations for the 2024 
Mountaineer Invite.

A former cross country and track & field student-
athlete at the University of Tulsa, Schwartz earned 
a Bachelor of Science in sociology in 2021 before 
completing a Master of Business Studies in 
rural community health from Western Colorado 
University in 2025.

“This is a life-changing opportunity for me, 
and I'm incredibly grateful to Coach Helton and 
everyone at SWOSU for trusting me to lead this 
program,” Schwartz said. “I'm proud to join the 
Bulldog family and excited to begin working 
with our student-athletes this fall. Coach Johnson 
established a strong foundation, and I'm looking 
forward to building on that success as we continue 
developing a program capable of competing for 
Great American Conference championships.”

Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations

http://cjssouthwesttire.com
http://www.gpfymca.com
http://cjssouthwesttire.com
http://tridentcapillary.com
http://www.heliospumps.com

