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Clinton Rodeo Returns to Clinton Round Up Arena July 17th and 18th

CLINTON ROUNDUP RODEO

July 17 & 18 CLINTON RODEO

Adults - $10
Kids 12U - $5

The Clinton Rodeo presented by the Clinton
Round up Club is returning to the Clinton Round
Up Arena at Nance Rotary Park this upcoming July
17th and 18th. Along with the rodeo the Clinton
Chamber of Commerce will host a Rodeo Parade
on Saturday morning the weekend of the rodeo.

Scheduled performances for the Clinton Rodeo
will begin at 8pm each night with tickets for adults
priced at $10 and tickets for children aged 12 and
under priced at $5 when purchased at the gate on the
night of the event. Children aged 3 and under will
be free. Advance tickets can however be purchased
for a discount, $7 for adults and $3 for children,
by purchasing through this year’s Clinton Rodeo
royalty candidates.

The royalty candidates this year include sweetheart
candidate Emma Shannon; princess candidates
Emma Mclntosh and Brinkley Miller; and queen
candidates Chloe Morris and Ally Townsley. For
contact information to purchase advance tickets
you can visit the Clinton Round-Up Club’s facebook
page.

The rodeo will feature bareback riding, saddle
bronc riding, bull riding, steer wrestling, tie down
roping, breakaway roping, barrel racing and team
roping and is a IPRA, ACRA and KPR A sanctioned
event. $9,000 in added money will help pay cash
prizes for the event winners.

There will also be several youth events hosted at
the Clinton Rodeo including junior barrels for kids

100 N. MCCLARY RD.
CORDELL, OK 7363e

580-832-3475

Rodeo Starts 8PM

GROUNDS

aged 14 and under, pee wee barrels for kids aged 12
and under, and mutton bustin’ for kids aged 5 and
under and weighing under 50 pounds. Interested
participants will able to register on site with the club
with mutton bustin’ starting each night at 7:15pm.

Frisco Ave in Clinton will also shutdown at 10am
on Saturday July, 18th for the Rodeo Parade in honor
of the Clinton Rodeo. The Parade is free to enter and
the Clinton Chamber of Commerce is encouraging
all businesses, organizations, churches, teams,
clubs, families, horses, floats, and side-by-side join
them on Frisco Ave to “[show] off their western
spirit!”

To sign up, contact the Clinton Chamber of
Commerce by calling 580-323-2222.
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HELIOS WAS FOUNDED BY HARD-WORKING AND EXPERIENCED OIL AND GAS
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100 N. MCCLARY RD.
CORDELL, OK 73632
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Trident Capillary provides innovative solutions to downhole chemical treating
problems by installing semi-permanent capillary tubing injection systems.

Downhole temperature and pressure gauge systems are available for data
collection in real time of the well bore performance and monitoring.

Maximum benefits are obtained
by treating production systems
downhole at the problem source.

Contact us today

capillary tubing needs.

for all of your

TRIDENTCAPRPILLARY.COM Visit us online to FINd a location near you.
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Kristi Hill

Kristi Jo Hill was
born on November 6,
1970 in Weatherford,
Oklahoma, to Benny
Joe and Jolando Gayle
(Deeds) Hill and passed
away on June 19, 2026 in
Hydro, Oklahoma.

Kristi was raised in
Weatherford, graduating
from Weatherford High School in 1989. During high
school she was active in band, playing the clarinet,
singing in show choir, and playing as a forward
on the basketball team. After high school, Kristi
attended Southwestern Oklahoma State University,
majoring in English and minoring in journalism.
She welcomed her son, Benjamin in 1992 and soon
completed her education--earning a bachelor's
degree in 1994.

One of her first jobs after college was working
for the Weatherford Daily News where she worked
as an editor for the lifestyles section for over seven
years. She also worked as the Information Education
Coordinator for Deer Creek Conservation District,
a Patient Success Coordinator for TheraWest, as an
associate at Skin Zen, and as an animal lover, she
greatly enjoyed her time as a vet assistant for Dr.
Cox at All Creatures Animal Hospital.

Kristi was a lifelong SWOSU athletics fan, she
also enjoyed gardening, being in nature, traveling,
especially to Silver Dollar City, cooking, and
spending time with her family during the holidays,
her favorite being the Fourth of July.

Kristi was preceded in death by her parents,
Benny Joe and Jolando Hill. She is survived by
her son, Ben Hill and wife, Morgan, and their son,
James Bennett Hill, of Weatherford; three brothers,
Kevin Hill and wife, Donna, of Amarillo, TX, Kelly
Hill and wife, Tina, of Yukon, OK, and Kent Hill
and wife, Kristy, of Murphy, TX.

Derk Vloedman

Derk Mathew
Vloedman, age 62,
passed away at his home
in Clinton, Oklahoma
on Thursday June 11,
2026. He was born
in Oklahoma City on
December 26, 1963, to
Andy Vloedman and
Linnea Ann (Sandberg)
Vloedman.

He attended Maud high school and later moved to
Clinton, Oklahoma where he retired after working
for Rick Smith Ditching for over 40 years.

Derk had a lifelong passion for the outdoors. He
loved hunting, fishing, golfing, playing pool, and
even driving a pro stock at the local racetrack.
Over the years, those passions became even more
meaningful as he shared them with his children and
grandchildren. He took immense pride in spending
time with them, sharing his experience and passing
along the skills that came so naturally to him.

Derk is survived by his sons, Andrew Vloedman
of Clinton, Oklahoma, Tyler Vloedman of Clinton,
Oklahoma, Jacob Vloedman of Maud, Oklahoma
and his daughter, Terra Vloedman of Canute,
Oklahoma; his brother, Andy Vloedman and wife
Connie Vloedman of Weatherford, Oklahoma, his
sisters, Donna Moore and husband Frank Moore of
Cromwell, Oklahoma, and Linda (Vloedman) Parker
of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma: five grandchildren;
four great-grandchildren; and a host of family and
friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents and sister,
Janel Wynn of McAlester, Oklahoma.

Derk will be remembered as a man who worked
hard, loved his family deeply, and pursued the things
he enjoyed with passion and determination. Whether
he was hunting, at the racetrack or spending time
with those he loved, he lived life on his own terms.
His stories, laughter, knowledge, and friendship will
be missed by many, but the memories he created will
live on in the hearts of all who knew him.
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Barbara Reynold

On June 21, 2026,
Barbara Ann Reynolds,
62, of Clinton,
Oklahoma, began her
journey to the Spirit
World from her home.
Barbara was born
on May 14, 1964, in
Clinton, Oklahoma, to
Roger Reynolds and
Janice Lou Prairie Chief Oldcrow.

Barbara was a proud full-blood Cheyenne woman
whose identity, strength, and love for her people
remained with her throughout her life. Barbara's
traditional Cheyenne name was Ma'evotona'e.
She graduated from Riverside Indian School in
Anadarko, Oklahoma, in 1985. Barbara carried
herself with pride in who she was and where she
came from, honoring the teachings and values
passed down to her by her family and ancestors.

Barbara's greatest joy in life was her family.
She was a loving mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, sister, aunt, and friend. Her home
was always open, and there was always room at her
table. She loved cooking fry bread and preparing
meals for her children and grandchildren. Some of
the best memories shared by her family were made
in her kitchen, where laughter, stories, and love
were always plentiful.

Barbara enjoyed traveling, taking cruises, and
visiting family whenever she had the opportunity.
She believed that time spent with loved ones was
time well spent and cherished every visit, gathering,
and family celebration.

Anyone who knew Barbara knew she loved
sports. She faithfully cheered for the Oklahoma
City Thunder, especially her favorite player,
J-Will. She was also a devoted fan of the Oklahoma
Sooners, Dallas Cowboys, Philadelphia Eagles,
and Minnesota Vikings. Whether watching a game
at home or talking about sports with family and
friends, Barbara always had a team to root for.

Music filled Barbara's life and brought her
happiness. She loved the sounds of the 1960s, 1970s,
and 1980s and could often be found listening to the
Eagles, Fleetwood Mac, Queen, and Tom Petty. She
also had a special appreciation for Lil Wayne, whose
music she enjoyed throughout the years.

Before entering the workforce, Barbara devoted
herself to raising her children. She later worked at a
nursing home and bakery while living in Kentucky
before returning home to Oklahoma. After
moving back to Clinton, she worked at Lucky Star
Casino as a technician, later worked in the fabric
department at Walmart in Elk City, and eventually
returned to Lucky Star Casino, where she worked
in surveillance and later in maintenance. She took
pride in her work and was respected by those who
worked alongside her.

Barbara leaves behind a legacy of love, laughter,
strength, and generosity. She taught her family the
importance of staying connected, caring for one
another, and never forgetting where they came from.

She is survived by her sons, Charles Fletcher
and Michael Twins Jr.; her daughters, Shaelynn
Reynolds, Cedrick Bighorse, Wanda Twins, and
Terry Stomps; her brothers, Toby Standingbird
and Sheldon Reynolds Sr. and wife Jackie; her
sister, Angeline Lime and husband Gary; her
grandchildren, Dhaeyonna, Gracie, Tayevion,
Drake, Cade, Jace, Cambria, Paisley Ann, and
Kayleigh Fletcher; her great-grandchildren, Analise
and Xamara; the father of her children, Michael
Twins Sr.; her great-aunt, Viola Hines; her aunt,
Kim Lonebear; her uncle, Eugene Bearhead Jr.; her
special friend, Oliver Whitecrow; and many nieces,
nephews, cousins, relatives, and friends.

Barbara was welcomed home by her parents,
Roger Reynolds and Janice Lou Prairie Chief
Oldcrow; her brothers, Alvin Reynolds and Tony
Reynolds; and her sister, JoAnn Reynolds.

Though Barbara has crossed over to join her
ancestors, her spirit lives on in the hearts of her
children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and
all those whose lives she touched. Her laughter, her
stories, her cooking, her love, and her Cheyenne
pride will never be forgotten.
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Eldon Goeringer

Eldon Gene Goeringer,
a dedicated and beloved
farmer known for his
work with cattle, wheat,
and hay, passed away
peacefully on June 17,
2026, in Foss, OK. Born
on November 27, 1943,
in Clinton, OK, Eldon’s
life was marked by his
deep commitment to family, faith, and the land he
so carefully tended.

Eldon was a graduate of Burns Flat High School,
Class of 1962, in Burns Flat, Oklahoma, and furthered
his education at Oklahoma State Tech in Okmulgee,
OK. On September 6, 1968, he married the love of
his life, Leta Sue Miller, in Lone Grove, OK. In the
50 years married, together they built a life rooted
in faith, family, and shared values, creating a home
filled with love, hard work, and lasting memories.

Eldon spent a short time teaching Diesel Mechanics
at Vo Tech in Ardmore, Oklahoma before working at
United Engines in Oklahoma City. When his father
passed away, he moved his family to the family farm
to continue the family tradition of farming in 1984.
Farming was not simply a career for Eldon—it was
a way of life. He spent countless hours caring for his
cattle, working his wheat fields, and harvesting hay,
finding purpose and fulfillment in the daily rhythms
of farm life. He had a deep appreciation for the land
and took pride in the work of his hands, embracing
the responsibilities and rewards that came with a life
devoted to agriculture.

His passion for farming extended beyond the
fields. Eldon enjoyed reading farming magazines
and staying informed about the industry he loved.
He was also a thoughtful man who enjoyed taking
time to reflect on life's experiences, blessings, and
lessons. Whether working outdoors or studying the
word of God, Eldon found joy in the simple things
that made life meaningful.

Known for his steady faith, Eldon devoted time
each day to Bible readings and daily devotional
practices that nourished his spirit and guided his
actions. His faith was evident not only in his words
but also in the way he lived his life—with humility,
kindness, and a willingness to serve others. He
was deeply involved in his church community and
took great pride in organizing and participating in
church functions, fundraisers, and game nights.
These gatherings reflected his generous heart and
his enjoyment of spending time with others, building
friendships, and strengthening his community.

Family was at the very heart of Eldon's life. No
matter how busy the demands of the farm became,
he treasured the moments spent with those he loved.
Family gatherings brought him great joy, and he
valued every opportunity to create memories, share
stories, and strengthen the bonds that connected
generations. He took pride in watching his family
grow and found happiness in simply being surrounded
by the people who meant the most to him.

Eldon was a loving husband to Leta Sue (Miller)
Goeringer, who preceded him in death. He was also
the devoted son of Ruben Elvin Ervin Goeringer
and Edna Neoma (Weter) Goeringer, both of whom
have passed on.

Eldon leaves behind a cherished legacy through his
living family: his sisters, Donna Jantz and Patricia
Garling; his children, Darrell Gene Goeringer and
Sarah Ann (Goeringer) Baker; and his grandchildren,
Joshua, Jacob, and Susan Goeringer, along with
Olivia and Luke Baker. He was also a proud great-
grandfather to Jaxton Eugene Goeringer and Jayce
Harvey Bartlet. Eldon’s son, Eugene Allen Goeringer,
is remembered in loving memory.

Eldon Gene Goeringer will be remembered as a
hardworking farmer, a faithful servant, and a devoted
family man. His life reflected the enduring values of
hard work, faith, perseverance, and love. Through
the fields he tended, the friendships he nurtured, the
faith he practiced, and the family he cherished, Eldon
leaves behind a legacy that will continue to inspire
all who knew him. Though he will be deeply missed,
his memory will live in the hearts of those who were
blessed to share in his life and journey.

As Eldon would say, “Have a blessed day!”

Gene Kenneth Fenter,
76 of Midland, Texas
was born on September
27, 1949, in Elk City,
Oklahoma to George
Kenneth and Mabel
Elizabeth (Montgomery)
Fenter. Gene looked
upon the face of his Lord
and Savior on June 5,
2026, at Midland Memorial Hospital, Midland,
Texas.

Gene went to Elk City Public Schools up until
his senior year when he transferred to Duke High
School. He then attended Southwestern University
in Weatherford, Oklahoma where he received his
Masters in Chemistry and Geology.

Gene Fenter

After college, he went to work for Conoco. Gene
received his pilots license in 1977 while living in
Ponca City working for Conoco. In 1981 he moved to
Midland, Texas and became a land man for Midland
Geophysical and retired in 2014.

He enjoyed reading, watching movies along
with his cigarettes and drinking Diet Coke. Gene
treasured spending time with his family and friends.
His love for life and the people in it will be deeply
missed, but the memories he created will continue to
provide comfort and joy to those he leaves behind.
Gene's legacy is one of love and friendship, and he
will live on in the hearts of everyone who had the
privilege of knowing him.

Cherishing Gene's memory is his sister, Linda
Sue Tyler of Elk City, OK; two nephews, Don
Schortemeirer and Kenneth Tyler, both of Elk City,

OK; niece, Debra Schneberger and her husband Seth
of Foss, OK; sister-in-law, Charlotte Fenter and her
children of Lake City, Florida; and numerous great
nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death by his parents, George
and Mabel Fenter; brother, Jerry Fenter; brother-
in-law, Rex Tyler.

Memorials can be made to the charity of your
choice, in care of Martin-Dugger Funeral Home
and Cremation Services, P.O. Box 707, Elk City,
Oklahoma 73648.

We invite you to leave a message of condolence,
expression of sympathy or perhaps share a memory
of Gene at www.martin-duggerfuneralhome.com.

The family would like to invite all that cannot
attend to watch the service live on Martin-Dugger
Funeral Home and Cremation Services website.


https://www.lockstonefuneralhome.com
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The 12-and-Under State Baseball Tournament was hosted in Weatherford this last weekend. The Elgin Rebels (left) were crowned State
Champions, while the Lookeba-Sickles Panthers (right) finished as Runner-Ups.

Oklahoma History -

The “Medal of Honor”

Chase Wright
Staff Writer

The Medal of Honor
began as a Civil War
wartime decoration and evolved into the nation’s
most exacting award for combat valor. Created by
Congress in 1861 and signed by Abraham Lincoln
to “promote the efficiency of the Navy” and became
the symbol for the very values of the nation. The
next year, The Army-specific Medal of Honor
was approved and created in 1862, and thousands
of recipients received the award. Over the next
century, lawmakers and military leaders tightened
the evidence required for nomination, redesigned
the medal, revoked improperly issued awards,
experimented with separate combat and noncombat
versions in the Navy, and in 1963 fixed the modern
combat standard that still governs the award today.
Following the new guidelines, the Air Force was
added with their own distinctive design featuring
their coat of arms in 1965.

First, the Medal itself; Its light blue ribbon is
instantly recognizable today, but it was new and
exemplary when it was introduced during the
Civil War. Congress first established the Medal of
Honor for sailors and Marines in December 1861.
Shortly after the Army’s version was approved, the
first Army presentations came on March 25, 1863,
when Secretary of War Edwin Stanton decorated
six survivors of Andrews’ Raiders. The presentation
was also changed and under current federal law,
only the President presents the medal in the name
of Congress to a service member whose gallantry
and intrepidity rise above and beyond the call of
duty in combat.

For years, many in service received the award
with no validation backup. Not to say those weren’t
earned, but in 1897, new rules were implemented that
required eyewitness statements, recommendations

from someone other than the recipient, and a filing
deadline. That governed the next several years as
presentations continued under the new criteria.
Then, in 1904, a couple of changes began again
starting with the Army adopting the now familiar
Gillespie redesign with the laurel wreath and the
sky-blue ribbon.

In 1905, Theodore Roosevelt required formal
presentation ceremonies. Then came one of the
most consequential corrections in the award’s
history: the Army review of 1916 and 1917, which
removed 911 names from the roll after determining
those medals had been improperly bestowed.
Amidst backlash, the Medal continued to evolve
with the Navy later introducing the Tiffany Cross
in 1919 to mark combat heroism separately from
noncombat heroism. That led to more controversy
and discussions and ultimately, they abandoned it
in 1942 by letting it fizzle out.

The decisive modern turn came in 1963, when
Congress ended noncombat awards and wrote the
three combat categories that still shape the medal
today: 1) Actual Combat - The act must occur while
a member of the U.S. Armed Forces is in actual
combat with an enemy of the nation. 2) Personal
Bravery — the deed must involve personal bravery
or self-sacrifice that is clearly distinguishable from
the risks inherent in the duty being performed.
And 3) Above and Beyond — the heroism must be
so extreme that is sets the individual apart from
their comrades and justifies the highest honor.
That set the official law that service members must
distinguish themselves “through conspicuous
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above
and beyond the call of duty.”

See HISTORY, Page 7
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Weekdays 6am-9am on 95.5 FM

SUNDAY WORSHIP
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Small Group at 6pm

817 N 7th Street, Weatherford, 0K
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Invest in yourself and your future with
WorkReadyOklahoma.com

NEW CREATION NUTRITION

1053 N Washington Avenue (Suite A)
Weatherford, OK 73096
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Weatherford, OK 73096



mailto:sales%40westokweekly.com?subject=Weather%20Spot
http://www.swosugivingweek.com
http://fumcmethodistok.org

July 1-7,2026 » WestOK Weekly ¢ Page 4

Sponsored by:

DIAW |

Provided by OKC Thunder / NBA

A kid exploring a stack of books with Rumble the Bison, the mascot of the Oklahoma City

Thunder Basketball team.

Mike Smith

News Director

/
Rolling Thunder Book Bus Schedule
(July 2026):

Tuesday, July 7
Arrowhead Center (Elk City)
10:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 8
Frisco Conference Center (Clinton)
10 am. — 11 am.

Wednesday, July 8:
Washita Theatre (New Cordell)
1 pm. -2 pm.

Thursday, July 9
Centennial Park (Weatherford)
10— 11 a.m.

Thursday, July 9
Hinton Public Library (Hinton)
1-2pm.
- J

The Rolling Thunder Book Bus, a statewide
outreach program presented by American Fidelity
Assurance Company, will be travelling to various
community sites in Western Oklahoma this month.

The Book Bus is a custom-built trailer truck that
carries over 2,000 fiction and nonfiction books.
The exterior of the Book Bus is decked out with
Thunder colors and built-in television that allows
us to showcase videos.

Inside, you’ll find the shelves loaded with books,
a locker with player autographs, jersey, player shoes
and other Thunder memorabilia.

The Book Bus has books for kindergarten through
fifth-grade reading levels.

All of the books on board are purchased new and
arranged by reading levels. A child’s visit to the
Book Bus is free thanks to their presenting sponsor,
the American Fidelity Assurance Company.

On rare occasions, the bus has the privilege of
hosting special guests like players and even Rumble
the Bison. However, the vast majority of Book
Bus visits take place without Thunder players,
entertainers or other guests aboard.

The Book Bus travels statewide, but during the
school year, it is limited to a 30-mile radius in Tulsa
and Oklahoma City. The Book Bus often visits
schools, museums, parks, libraries, community
centers, and more.

All students in attendance will have the
opportunity to go aboard the Book Bus and select
a free book to take home. Prior to allowing students
on the bus, a Thunder representative will speak with
the group regarding the book selection process for
approximately 5 minutes.

Meeting with the kids ahead of time allows the
Book Bus to familiarize attendees with the process
and ensures their Book Bus visit runs as smoothly
as possible.

For more information about the Rolling Thunder
Book, please, email BookBus@OkcThunder.com,
visit their website at www.NBA.com/thunder, or
call the Thunder’s NBA offices at 405-615-4010.
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Gift Shop

1600 S. Frontage Road
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\Stream
SERVICES

V\mnN.XStreamServices.com

Wireless Internet Only
Service Areas:
Weatherford, Oney, Anadarko, Gracemont,
Ft. Cobb, Crows Roost, South Calumet

Fiber/DSL & Wireless Internet
Service Areas:
Hinton, Lookeba, Eakly, Colony, Hydro,
Binger & Cedar Lake

204 W MAIN
HINTON, OK 405.542.3262

CLINTON / SCHOOL SAFETY UPGRADES
Clinton Public Schools Superintendent Nathan
Meget highlighted upcoming plans to increase
school safety during a recent Board of Education
meeting. “When we talk school safety and security,
we want to put some gates on the south side of
CMS and CHS,” explained Meget, who went on
to suggest installing some bollard vehicle guards.
An additional measure will include updated
signage to enhance safety within the district.

CLINTON / TORNADO BOWL PRESS BOX
Clinton Public Schools Superintendent Nathan
Meget provided an update on the future new press
box at the Tornado Bowl to the Board of Education.
“As far as the overall plans, we have visited with
the radio station with Ashley Kelly, with our
athletic directors and our coaches, and I think it's
going to fit the needs we want,” explained Meget.
“The ultimate goal is to put something on the other
side for opposing teams, radio and coaches too,
eventually; it may just be a manufactured piece
that we set on the other side.” The initial estimate
was set at $1.9 million, but Meget explained that
the price could change if additional work needs
to be done to make the press box structurally
safe, due to the structure being built on a hill.
Construction plans have been sent off to GeoTech,
with the school now waiting for a proper quote.

CUSTER CO / FATALITY - The Oklahoma
Highway Patrol is currently investigating a fatal
two-vehicle crash that happened Thursday, June
25, at the intersection of U.S. highway 183 and east
960 road in Custer County. According to OHP, the
collision occurred around 4:55 p.m. Rodney Ray
Neufeld, 75, of Custer City, and his passenger, Kathy
Neufeld, 73, were both killed in the crash. Both were
wearing seat belts. The driver of the other vehicle,
37-year-old Cody W. Stevens of Kingston, OK, was
injured and is expected to survive. Troopers say
the cause of the crash remains under investigation.

WEATHERFORD / PAGEANT - The Performing
Arts Center on the Weatherford High School campus
will be the site for the 2027 Miss Oklahoma Ultimate
USA State Pageant. The event will be held January
29th-31st as contestants from across Oklahoma
take the stage to compete for the opportunity to
represent the state at the national pageant in Florida.

BURNS FLAT / SPACEPORT - A lot of progress
is being made at the Oklahoma Spaceport in Burns
Flat, now known as the “Infinity One Oklahoma
Spaceport.” Senator Darcy Jech says more tenants
are relocating to the site. “There’s a new tenant
called HOP Aero, and that’s a startup rocket
company,” explained Jech. “They’ve done several
successful test fires with one of his rocket motors.
They’re working with SWOSU on some team
opportunities, and they even hired a SWOSU grad
[from Corn] to be on their team.” Senator Jech
expressed that the activity at the spaceport is good
for rural Oklahoma. “Another company called
Firewall Forward leased one of the buildings there,
and they're moving their entire airplane piston motor
operation from Colorado to the spaceport.” Jech
explained. “They’re going to have approximately
10 to 15 full-time equivalents, so there’s [going to
be] a lot of activity going on at that Spaceport.”

CLINTON / DUERKSEN - Clinton High School
Vocal Music Director Kimberly Duerksen was
recently honored with the Transformative Teacher
Award at the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute.
Duerksen is now the first rural teacher and first
Clinton teacher to receive the prestigious honor.
The award recognizes instructors who have
made a profound impact on the lives and artistic
journeys of their students through their dedication
to their craft and commitment as educators.

CUSTER CO/BRIDGES - A Weatherford manis due
back in Custer County District Court on August 13th
for a preliminary hearing on a charge of first-degree
manslaughter in commission of a misdemeanor.
25-year-old Jonathan David Bridges is charged with
shooting and killing another person at 406 Texas
Street in Weatherford in November of last year.

WEATHERFORD / TRAINING FACILITY - The
Weatherford Regional Training Facility, located
on Airport Road, will soon be renovated. “One
area had a bunch of bathrooms and one shower.
[Renovators are] going in and making two big
bathrooms with ADA compliant showers, redoing
a little kitchenette area that was in there, and then
making the EOC larger,” explained Fire Chief Kory
Selman. The Oklahoma Department of Emergency
Management is partially funding the project with
grant funding through the American Rescue Plan Act.

WEEKLY
SHOUTOUTS!

Emailla.shook@wright.media
to.announceit here /for/ FREE!

Christian Free Store — Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or
(580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK, Community Center “Bible Study," Every Monday Night from 7:00 to 8:00 Hwy 58. Five miles South
of Hwy 152. For more information contact (405) 643-9211. Free and Open to the Public. OK Parkinson’s Alliance, monthly support
group meeting the second Thursday of each month, excluding December, at 5:30 p.m. at Weatherford’s Pioneer Center, 1000 Gartrell Place.
Patients, caregivers, family or friends are welcome. Questions? Contact OK Parkinson’s Alliance (405) 810-0695 or info@OKpa.org.
Iron Sharpens Iron is a Christ-centered adult support group every Tuesday night at 7pm. 233 E Main in Hydro, First Christian Church.

Happy Birthday Wishes for July 1 - Chelsie Austin, Billy Cling, JoJo Hardage, Jackie Helt, Debbie Kaufman, Katie Kennemer,
Max McKinsey, Stephanie Peck, Caleb Shook, Bev Swaney, Dr. Paul Tisdal;
Taylor Exinia, Lois Griffin, Lois Heinrichs, Rachel Lundstrom, Mary Beth Mendez, Michael Perez, Myron Webb; July 3 - Ellen Armold,
Taylor Carder, Cameron Hines, Ryan Merrill; July 4 - Alicia Allen, Cheryl Bell, Riley Bryson, D’Arsi Chritensen, DeWayne Crawley,
Anita Fransen, Mary Lou Kaiser, Jenna Maddox, Haley Merrill, Kristine Moreno, Danny Rhodes; July 5 - Alecia DePasa,
Renae McGregor, Milburn Outhier, Dana VanHuss; July 6 — Jenifer Edler, Jenn Gemaehlich, Allison Gossen, Trey Graybill,
Eugene Hunnicutt, Campbell Jacobsma, Kadie Lucas, Ashley Oliver, Leslie Panana, Tiffany Parrish, Alicia Wingo,Scott Woodall;
July 7th — Clausia Estala, Francisco Estala, Lylah-Ann Hanson, Ruth Kidd, Hollis Lee, Pat Pope, Allison Richardson,Daniel Rodriquez,
Mike Roulet, Philip Smith, Brendon Stain, Doyle Taylor, Alex Tompkins, Dennis Vermillion.

~

July 2 - Leticia Contreras, Jaqueatta Cummings,



http://bookbus@okcthunder.com
http://www.nba.com/thunder

SERVICES & PRODUCTS

Looking to Haul Off Your Junk!
Call Shawen at 580-819-2301 or
Kimberly at 580-330-2427.

Dodgen Tree Service - Tree
trimming and removal, fence
lines cleared. 580-774-9718

MCABEE’S SEWING MACHINE
VACUUM CLEANER SERVICE
CENTER - Since 1949, sales,
service, most makes, scissors
sharpened, downtown EIlk City,
580-225-6265

Hay For Sale! Two Bar W Farms
(9198 N 2430 Rd., Thomas, OK)
selling Alfalfa, Bermuda, Straw.
Call Kelly at 580-819-0664.

River Parker’s Bicycle Repairs
Located in Hinton, OK. Offering
replacements for chains, tires,
inner tubes, rims, and spokes.
Call or text 405-952-4207.

HELP WANTED!

38-Year Weatherford
Business! Full-Time
Guaranteed Hours! Positions
Available: Service Technicians,
Framing, Carpentry,
Construction, Small Engines,
Fence Builders, Farm-Hand/
Labor! Apply now at 609 E Tom
Stafford.

AUTOMOBILES & MORE

2012 Tracker Pro Guide V-16
Like new. 60HP Mercury
outboard and single axle trailer.
$10,000. 405-952-4641.

Blue Bass Pro Boat - Pick
up at Mike’s Pickup Auto in
Weatherford. 125HP Mercury
Engine. 580-887-3349.

ARE White/Pearl Hard Topper
For F150 pickup, fits 2009-2014,
5 1/2 ft. bed, like brand new.
$700 cash. 405-638-0466.

2004 4x4 Trailblazer - $2,000.
2003 2WD Trailblazer - $3,000.
405-639-9667.

2000 Infinity QX56 2012 - 165K
miles. $16,000. 405-638-1773.

Rail dune buggy frame - 924
Porsche. good engine. $400.
405-639-9667.

4-Michelin used passenger
tires - 20 inch. 580-393-1444.

2002 Monterey 180 Edge -
187 ft. Volvo Penta Engine. 4.3
Chevy. 190 HP. $7000. 580-
819-2047

300 Honda Trax 4x4 - Will
trade. 405-639-9667.

2003 Trailblazer - Good shape.
$3,000. 580-886-2980.

2009 Mercury Grand Marquis
LS - $3,750 OBO. 580-330-
3489.

Dune Buggy Frame - Looking
to Trade OBO. 405-639-9667.

Airplane Air Speed Indicator
Can be used for a unique car
spedometer. Call 580-774-5771.

2011 Honda Shadow -
Windshield, Foot Board, and
Saddle Bags included. Low
miles. $4,000. 505-635-1865.

2015 GMC Yukon Denali - 169K
miles. Very good condition.

1999 Sprint 15ft Boat -
Comes w/ 2016 60HP Mercury
Fourstroke and Minnkota Tolley
Motor, among other goodies.
$8,500. 580-330-0349.

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

Frigidaire 6000 BTU A/C - $150
405-204-7126.

GRACO Crib w/ Sealy Mattress
$15. 405-201-3717.

93" Smart TV - Mitsubishi. $250.
580-774-5771.

Safety First Car Seat - $10. Call
405-301-3717.

Couch + 2 Manual Recliners
$500 OBO. 580-772-3223.

All-Wooden Rocker - Spindled
back, comes with cushion. $60.
580-613-0108.

China Solid Wood Hutch - $300.
Rolling Top Desk - $200.
Wood Night Stand - $30.
580-774-4000.

Adjustable Elder Walker - $20.
580-613-0108.

Old Fashion Antique Wardrobe
5'4" tall. Shelves on the left, hang
ups in the middle. $150. 580-
613-0108.

Antique Lamp Table - $50. Call
580-774-4000.

7-Piece Tiger Oak Dinette
Pioneer hutch buffet table and 4
chairs. Devilled glass and mirrors
fruit motif. $2,000. 580-772-4297.

8-Drawer Dresser - In good
condition. 3ft tall, 1'8ft deep, and
4'11" wide. $75. 580-613-0108.

Gold Gym Treadmill - Excellent
condition. $300. NO PHONE
CALLS. Text 580-340-3501

23 Dinner Plates - 75 cents each.
580-613-0108.

Coleman Powermate 5500 -
running bolts electric generator.
$425. (770) 722-0609.

Large, Framed Mirrors - $45;
Full length: $10. 580-613-0108

2 Lean Barstools - 30" tall. Seat
back has horseshoes. $75 for
both. 580-890-0004.

Baby Walker - FREE! Please
Call 580-613-0108.

Microfiber Love Seat - Brown,
comes with console and drink
holder. 580-330-0225.

3 Handheld Vacuums - $30
each. 580-613-0108.

Curio Cabinet, Bottom Storage
- $50. Please call 580-774-4000.

Sofa & Loveseat - Both new.
Gray. $400 each. 580-302-2780.

80s Riverside Rolltop Oak Desk
$300. 580-772-7357.

Brothers Sewing Maching -
Portable. $50. 580-445-6765

Large Copper Skillet - $35. Call
580-613-0108.

Thomasville Bed - Comes with
frame, mattress, and five-drawer
chest. $450. 580-774-4000.

Good Coffee Table - Pictures
available. $25. 580-613-0108.

CLASSIFIEDS

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

For Sale - Hoe, sprayer, ladders,
post hole diggers, golf cart,
kerosene stove, heaters, tires,
folding chairs, hand tools, work
bench, mower. 405-246-8952.

Craftsman Riding Mowers
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-2960.

30 Gallon Electric Tank Sprayer
- Comes with 3 ft. boom. $100.
580-772-5541.

Craftsman Push Weed Eater
Like new, hardly used. Contact
580-890-0004.

STIHL Weed Trimmer - Never
used. $275. 580-774-8678.

Sportsman Generators - $150
for all three. 405-639-9667.

8N Ford Tractor - In good
condition. $1,500. 580-729-0001.

Lawnmowers - Craftsman and
Dixon. $550. 405-639-9667.

Craftsman Riding Mowers
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-2960.

ANIMALS & PETS

Large Dog House - Gabled with
shingles, in good condition. $165.
580-614-0108.

Toy Shorkies - Males and
Females, shots, wormed,
hypoallergenic. Weatherford.
$400/each 580-302-1291

Boston Terrier Pups - ACA
Registered. 580-614-1241.

Large Metal Birdcage - $40. 5-6
ft tall. 580-613-0108

Jack Russell Puppies -wormed,
tails doct, claws removed. $400.
Call 580-301-0253.

4 Pomegranean Puppies
About 1 year old. 2 Black-and-
White females, 1 Black Male, and
1 Brown Male. 903-808-0312.

Anatolian/Great Pyranees/
Hound Puppies - Born May 2.
Good livestock guard dog and
companion. Pictures available.
$50 each. 580-613-0108.

For Sale - Registered Australian
shepherd, male. Standard female
poodle. Mini male poodle. Mini
female poodle. 580-614-1241.

MISC.

Doors, Never Used - 32" general
purpose outside door. 36" glass
storm door. 580-774-0843.

Barn Tin - $10/sheet. Contact
405-639-9667.

Large Thimble Collection - $50.
405-545-3028.

Looking for business partner
for Grocery Store. 405-639-9667.

Two (2) Classic Beanie Babies -
$50 per box. 405-545-3028.

Exercise Bike - $20. Please call
580-890-9442.

Ladies Gold Rolex Watch -
Purchased Locally. Asking for
$750. 580-774-5771.

House for Rent - Hinton, OK.
405-545-0815

Walk-In Tub w/ Jets - $1000

Doors! New Solid Steel for $90,
Solid Core Wood for $50. Call
580-774-5771

Retired Painter Selling Painting
+ Sand Blasting Equipment -
Ladders, planks, swing stage, etc.
580-890-9442.

Renting Out Arcade Cabinet!
For your business! Has games
like Donkey Kong, Pac Man, and
more. Asking for 50/50 split on
profits. 580-890-0004.

Solid Wood Door - Approx.
35% in. x 79 in., LH swing, triple
hinged with hardware, locks and
keys. Call 918-415-4236. Located
in Weatherford.

New Scuba Diving Masks
Come in various colors. $25 each.
580-774-5771.

Mens Black SAS Lace-Ups
Brand new slippers. Size 10 1/2.
Retail near $200. $50/pair.
580-772-2300.

Chicken Eggs For Sale -
222 W Nebraska, Thomas, OK.
580-673-2016.

Hydro Lots for Sale - Gazebo
and storage building, located at
120 W Main St. 405-545-0179.

Jewelry Armoire - New in box.
$50 OBO. 580-772-3223.

3 Stacks of Metal - Selling to
Best Offer. 580-886-2980.

Assorted Materials - 2x4s,
Aluminum, Iron, Plywood, and
Plastic Palettes. 580-890-0053.

BioForce 1.7 Home Exerciser -
$200. 580-309-4045.

Steel Office Desk - $20. Contact
580-890-9442.

Ceiling Tiles - 209 sq ft. $60. Call
580-799-7834.

Assorted Doors & Full Size
Hutch - 580-890-0053.

Will Trade Shotgun for
Handgun - 405-426-0461.

Large Gas Barbequer - $50. Call
or text 580-890-0053.

Unicycle - Needs new inner-
tube. $50. 580-772-5100.

Old Road Maps - In pristine
condition. 580-393-1444.

Annwersanes
Birthdays, Weddings;
&:Special Occasions

Great:Selection/of
UniqueGifts!
- HA PPW;E'-EO:Y[HRS-

AMERICAL:
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Advertising
Deadline:

Every Friday at 3pm

sales@westokweekly.com
(580) 772-5939

TINSLEY ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION

Proudly Serving Western
Oklahoma for over 50 years.
We service all roofing projects & provide general construction!

Call us today to get a free estimate!
580-772-2775 or 580-772-4799

tinsleyroofingandconstruction.com

HUDSON
TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS

www heswireless.com

CHRIS HUDS(
580-772-2224

o

THE »e
AQUARIUM y
www, theaguariomweatherford com

580- ??2 6421 AMBER HUDSON

WRIGHT- MEDIA

M EFXFT LREATIRCIER. ST ENESTHI LS.

$15K OBO. 580-772-4889. Composite Double Kitchen OBO. 405-663-2413 121 W Main Hyd
Sink - $75. 580-772-5541. . Main, Hydro
2-Man Bass Boat - Comes with _ Size 33 Record Albums - $3 per 405-663-2827 Apple Spotify Youlube
Tocg?éé;ag'gé?nd anchor. Call g?gg..sgglgggi%tllé?erves 12. gggl_%%gtéilzefllform each. Call After Hours: 580-772-4053 . Podcasts Player Music
Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM
109 West Main
Hydro, Ok. 73048 June 22nd - July 4th
405'663'2354 Salad Bar: Monday - Friday 10am-2pm or sold out!
HQUTE (=1 =1
Grocery Produce
American Beauty Pasta, 160z. (All Varieties) 2 for $3.00 | ICantaloupe 2 for $5.00
Ragu Spaghetti Sauce (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00 | [Fancy Sweet Corn, 4 count tray pack $2.99
Smucker's Strawberry Spread, 200z. Squeeze $2.98 U.S. # 1 Russet Potatoes, 10lb. Bag $2.99
Rotel Tomatoes and Green Chilis, 100z. (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 | |Blueberries-Blackberries-Raspberries, 60z. 2 for $5.00
Tree Top Apple Juice, 640z. $3.78 Yellow or Zucchini Squash $1.49
JJ Pies (All Varieties) $0.69 Washington Red Cherries $3.49 Ib.
Keebler Crackers (All Varieties) 2 for $8.00 Seedless Watermelon $6.99 each
Cheez It's (All Varieties) 2 for $8.00
Food Club Hamburger or Hot Dog Buns 2 for $3.00 Trozen
Velveeta, 2 Ib. Box (All Varieties) $7.98 Blue Bunny Ice Cream 46-480z. $4.99
Crav'n Honey Grahams, 14.40z. 2 for $4.00 | |Ore Ida Frozen Potatoes (All Varieties) $3.98
Hershey Milk Chocolate Bars, 4.40z. $2.98 Pictsweet Breaded Okra, 240z. $3.98
Food Club Marshmallows, 160z. 2 for $4.00 | |Village Pie Maker Pies (All Varieties) $14.78
Wolf Brand Chili, 150z. (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 | |Cool Whip, 8oz. (All Varieties) $2.28
On-The-Border Tortilla Chips $3.29
Food Club Cake Mix (All Varieties) 5 for $5.00
Food Club Potato Chips (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00 medt
Pepsi & Mt. Dew, 24 Pack $9.99 New York Strip Steak $15.99 Ib.
Trimmed Brisket $6.99 Ib.
Pork Spare Ribs $3.29 |b.
@ . Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops $2.99 Ib.
4173’ Opa's Smoked Sausage, 160z. (All Varieties) $6.99
Food Club Cottage Cheese, 240z. $2.78 BarS Classic Franks, 120z. $1.79
Borden Dip, 120z. (All Varieties) $3.98 Jalapeno Poppers, 90z. $5.19
Food Club Chunk Cheese, 80z. (All Varieties) 2 for $3.00
Pillsbury Grands Biscuits (All Varieties) 2 for $6.00 (D’f)’ gmce’f)’
Food Club Shredded Cheese, 8oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $3.00 | |Simply Done Heavy Duty Foil $2.98
Red Diamond Tea (All Gallons) 2 for $6.00 | |Charking Charcoal, 15.4 Ib. Bags (All Varieties) $5.98
Solo Paper Plates, 44 count $3.99
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SWOSU Students Present Award-Wlnnlng Research at Natlonal Conference

Peiting Wu presented “Phenyl-y-Valerolactones Preserve Barrier
Function of Lung Microvascular Endothelial Cells Exposed to Li-

popolysaccharide.”

Courtesy SWOSU

Courtesy SWOSU

Park presented “Evaluating Structured Discussion Questions With
Peer-Reviewed Case Reports to Enhance Learning of Pharmacology,

Pathophysiology and Toxicology in PharmD Program.”

Cadena presented “LILRB4 as a Modulator of LGG Immune Microen-
vironment and Prognostic Outcomes: Is There a Role for Quinazo-

line-Based Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitors?”

Courtesy SWOSU

session,

Alig
Maintaining Sunﬂy wnen Funhenr‘
Teaching, and Service

12:00 pm - 12:30 pf
The Business Card That Works Whi
Linkedin + Al for Early-Career §

Courtesy SWOSU

Dr. Reem Atawia presented during the ASPET Career Development
“Beyond the Bench: Building and Communicating

Transferable Skills Across Academic Career Stages.”

Student researchers at
SWOSU received national
recognition at the American Society for Pharmacology
and Experimental Therapeutics (ASPET) annual meeting
in Minneapolis. Robert Cadena, Peiting Wu and Hanniel
Park presented research at the national conference
under the mentorship of Dr. Reem Atawia and Dr. Wael
Eldahshan in the SWOSU College of Pharmacy.

Park, a College of Pharmacy student from Lawton,
received the Second Place Presentation Award in the
Division of Pharmacology Education. Wu, a student
from Hubei, China, conducted research with the
SWOSU College of Pharmacy received the Second Place
Presentation Award in the Division of Translational and
Clinical Pharmacology. Cadena, a College of Pharmacy
student from Albuquerque, New Mexico, presented in the
Division for Drug Discovery and Development and was
selected as a finalist for the Shockley Award.

J. Boone Clemmons
SWOSU Press Release

RT 66

CENTENNIAL
CRUISE

The students presented conference abstracts that
were published in The Journal of Pharmacology and
Experimental Therapeutics.

“We are incredibly proud of Robert, Peiting
and Hanniel,” Atawia and Eldahshan said. “Their
dedication, perseverance and passion for scientific
research led to these outstanding achievements at
the national level. Their success shows the strength
of student-faculty collaboration at SWOSU and
the value of providing students with meaningful
research and scholarship opportunities.”

Hanniel Park and Peiting Wu received ASPET Travel
Awards to support their conference participation.
Atawia received an “Oklahoma IDeA Network of
Biomedical Research Excellence” (OK-INBRE) Travel
Award to support conference participation at ASPET
2026. Additional support was provided through research
resources from the SWOSU College of Pharmacy.

Atawia was also invited to present during the
ASPET Career Development session, “Beyond the
Bench: Building and Communicating Transferable
Skills Across Academic Career Stages.”

The session focused on helping trainees and
early-career scientists communicate transferable
skills, mentoring experiences, publications,
collaboration and professional identity as they
prepare for careers in academia. The ASPEET
annual meeting brings together students, faculty,
researchers and professionals in pharmacology and
related fields. The conference includes research
presentations, professional development sessions
and opportunities for students to share their work
with a national audience.

Please visit SWOSU.edu/pharmacy/index.php
for more information about the SWOSU College
of Pharmacy.

@) Pioneer

Do you love helping people
and thrive on technology?

Join our team as a
Customer Solutions
Representative
(West / Central OK)!

To learn more and to apply,
go to Pioneer Telephone’s
website at GoPioneer.com
and click on “Careers.”

EOE/Minority/Female/
Disability/Veterans

B0 M ETPLAGE [

129 N. Bradley 565 S. 30th Street

Weatherford, OK Clinton, OK
(Next to Solstice Tanning)  TrueVisionOklahoma.com

980-772-3232

truevisionoklahoma.com

Reglster allyear Iung at these
businesses in Elk City, Clinton, and
Weatherford for your chance to win

this Route 66 Vehicle!

(No purchase neccessary to enter)

Pioneer

The Pitstop Bar & Grill

B&D Threefold Collision Center

Stafford Air & Space Museum

Clinton Liquor Store

Jerry's Diner

Gersh Detailing
AUGUST....................Carter Healthcare
SEPTEMBER................Barber Dyson Ford
OCTOBER'. ... ... ... .......... Placelof Grace
NOVEMBER Galleria Furniture & Appliances
DECEMBER McDonald's
[(Weatherford, Clinton, and Elk City)
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= i FURNISHING &

FIRST SATURDAY SALE!
Thursday, July 2nd | Friday, July 3rd
(we will be closed July 4th)

Tuesday;Wednesday, Exiday: 1 0AM =50
Thursday: 10AM = 6pM Saturday: 10AM = ZPM

o5 IEAVIATIN AW EatHETIO T NOKS

Now Hiring for

HINTON COMETS TV
WRIGHT. MEDIA

B OF7 OEJTIFIE. 7 ODETIETD. B

70U HIRIMG?
Camera Operators, Livestream Producers, and Play-By-Play Commentators

Must be sel—motwaled, dependsble, honest,
delai-orrented, and possess customer service skills.

Must Pass a Background Check and Orug Test.

Visit- the WeatherFord or Ek City statons to saopily!

19693 E 1130 Rd, Elk City | 10040 0K-54, Weatherford
Questions? Email [SABELLE SCOTT (i.scott@wright.media)
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Courtesy Medal of Honor Society
Staff Sergeant Melvin Morris, a
veteran of the Vietham War. He
was presented his medal on March
18, 2014, at the White House by
President Barack Obama.

Courtesy Medal of Honor Society
Lt. Jack C. Montgomery, a WWII
veteran. His Medal was presented
on January 10, 1945 at the Oval
Office by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt.

Joseph Biden, Jr.

Courtesy Medal of Honor Society
Specialist Five Dwight W. Bird-
well, a veteran of the Vietham War.
Presented Medal on July 5, 2022,
at the White House by President
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Courtesy Medal of Honor Society
Second Lt. Ernest "Chief” Childers
(highest rank Colonel), WWII. His
medal was presented by Lt. Gen.
Jacob L. Devers on the battlefield
in Naples, Italy.

With one more round
of physical adjustments,
by 1965, the branches
of the military each had their own unique medal
design. And for rulings, finally, in 2013, Congress
set the current time limits for Medal of Honor
recommendations: that individuals must receive
a recommendation within three years of valorous
action and that the Medal must be presented within
five years.

Of the millions who have served the nation, more
than 3,500 men and women have received this
highest award for valor. The Oklahoma Historical
Society lists a broad roster of Medal of Honor
recipients that were either born in the state or
have personal ties to it, with Governor Kevin Stitt
stating there are 36 Medal of Honor recipients from
Oklahoma. In 2024, these recipients were honored at
the Oklahoma State Capitol with a dedicated Medal
of Honor War Memorial and a permanent physical
plaque honoring them in the Hall of Heroes. Out
of the three living recipients, Specialist Dwight
W. Birdwell (raised in Oklahoma) and SSgt Earl
Plumlee (born in Clinton, OK) attended the event.
Other memorials or foundations list Oklahoma-born
or Oklahoma-accredited state recipients between
22-36 members, all coming from conflicts ranging
from World War II to Afghanistan.

Let’s look at four of these thirty-six Oklahoma
figures whose stories illuminate the medal’s
evolution: Ernest Childers, Jack C. Montgomery,
Melvin Morris, and Dwight W. Birdwell. Childers
and Montgomery show the award in its World War
IT maturity. Morris and Birdwell show the later
decades, when the nation revisited older cases and
corrected honors.

Ernest Childers and Jack C. Montgomery were
both Oklahoma Natives, both Native men, both
graduates of Chilocco Indian Agricultural School,
and both soldiers of the 180th Infantry Regiment
of the 45th Infantry Division in Italy.

HISTORY

Continued from Page 3

Ernest Childers, born in Broken Arrow and a
member of the Muscogee Nation, was a Second
Lieutenant in Company C, 180th Infantry, when
his unit came under intense fire near Oliveto, Italy,
on September 22, 1943. Although he had already
suffered a fractured instep, Childers advanced
uphill with eight enlisted men, killed two snipers,
destroyed two machine gun positions, and captured
an enemy mortar observer. The National WWII
Museum identifies him as the first Native American
to receive the Medal of Honor in World War II.
Official congressional remarks later noted that he
also received the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.

Jack C. Montgomery, born at Long in Sequoyah
County and a citizen of the Cherokee Nation,
fought in the same regiment and same division.
The moment he’s honored for happened near
Padiglione, Italy, on February 22, 1944. When he
faced three enemy positions layered in depth just
ahead of his platoon. Armed with an M1 rifle and
grenades, he crawled forward, assaulted the nearest
strongpoint, called artillery on a house sheltering
more defenders, pressed the second position, and
then charged the house itself across open ground.
His official citation credits him with 11 enemy dead,
32 prisoners, and an unknown number of wounded
before he was himself seriously wounded later the
same day. VA history pages credit Montgomery
with the Medal of Honor, two Silver Stars, and two
Purple Hearts.

Melvin Morris, born in Okmulgee, was part of
the Vietnam generation and the long politics of
recognition. Serving near Chi Lang on September
17, 1969, Morris learned that a fellow team
commander had been killed near an enemy bunker.
He reorganized his men, pushed forward under
fire, returned two wounded soldiers to friendly
lines, then charged ahead alone, destroying enemy
positions with grenades, eliminating four bunkers,
and carrying his fallen comrades back while
wounded three times.

FULL.TI
RADIO) S

PRESENTS

(L{ WRIGHT-MEDIA

M LT LESTRRORCT. AT DESTROICT,

70 AIRI76G7

ME WESTOK SALES & SOGIAL MEDIA POSITI
LES/IN GLINTON, ELK CITY & SURROUNDING

llust be self-motivated, dependable, honest,
detail-oriented, and possess customer service skills.

Must Pass a Background Check and Drug Test.

SEND RESUME TO COURTNEY GRAYBILL
cgraybill@wright.media

MUSIC & DANCE - GAMES -
COOKOUT - FIREWORK SHOW -
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

COME AND CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE DAY WITH US ﬂT
THE WALKING TRAIL @6:00!

E‘ FRIDAY, JULY 3RD

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 405 542-3253
HINTON CHAMBER

i
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AREAS
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Morris eventually received the Medal of Honor
in March 2014 as one of the 24 veterans recognized
after a Defense Department review meant to address
long standing disparities in earlier awards, the Valor
Review. Army sources also credit him with the
Bronze Star with oak leaf cluster, and Purple Heart
with oak leaf cluster, among other decorations.

Dwight W. Birdwell, though born in Amarillo,
grew up in Bell in Adair County, graduated from
Stilwell High School, and is a citizen of the Cherokee
Nation. On January 31, 1968, during the attack on
Tan Son Nhut Air Base in the opening hours of
the Tet Offensive, Birdwell rescued his wounded
tank commander, climbed into the exposed hatch
of a disabled tank, and kept firing with the main
gun, machine gun, rifle, and recovered helicopter
weapons until he was wounded in the face, neck,
chest, and arms. He refused evacuation, rallied
other soldiers, redistributed ammunition, and helped
hold the line. For that, he had originally received a
Silver Star. More than fifty years later, after renewed
review, that recognition was upgraded to the Medal
of Honor. Official Army records also credit him with
a Bronze Star and two Purple Hearts.

Each individual that has received the reward is
exemplary, and it’s inspiring to have many from
Oklahoma. Whose names you can see on the plaque
and memorial at the Oklahoma State Capitol, the
only U.S. state to feature a permanently installed
plaque honoring its Congressional Medal of Honor
recipients within its State Capitol building. It’s on
the second floor in the Hall of Heroes.

There is also the new and wonderful National
Medal of Honor Museum in Arlington, Texas that
focuses on educating and celebrating the legacy
of the Medal of Honor and its recipients. It’s a
101,000-square foot architectural marvel that
honors the over 3,000 recipients with interactive
displays, a theater showing mini-documentaries of
members, first-hand accounts from the recipients
about their experiences, and other exhibits.
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tours, on-site child
care, day passes, and
group fitness classes!

"HARDWARE
el Thuelalue
226 N. Arapaho - Hydro, OK

Open Mon - Sat - 8am - 6pm
(405)663-2133

MARKE B

FOURTH OF JULY

SPECIALS

112 mlle Nnrﬂ?ofourd on Hv.r';r 54 -
580-772-3510

Real Estate & Land
.2, Sales & Auctions

Stucey Greb 580 673 0662
UCHeardauction.com

Cgﬁhtdry ge;rdlﬁéuntinn
Real Estate ki

27 J F

UTHWEST TIRE

FREE FLAT REPAIR W/
PURCHASE OF 4 CAR
OR LIGHT TRUCK TIRES

HOURS: Mon-Thu, 7:30-5:30 « Fri, 7:30-5:00
111 S. Kansas, W'ford, OK » 580-772-3132

www gjssouthwesllire.com

HELI‘ % WWW.HELIOSPUMPS.COM
injection systems ﬂum

WE'RE pnnun TO BE THE

\GROWING, I MOST RELIABLE,J\Ti]

PUMP COMPANY
IN THE WORLD.

100 N. MCCLARY ROD.
CORDELL, OK 73632 (20283850475

4 I RIDEN I
e— A | = e A =t
Contact us today for all of your
capillary tubing needs.

TRIDENTCARILLARY.COM

Visit to FNd a location near you.

100 N. MCCLARY RD.

CORDELL, OK 73632 \ouAoacasatis

presented by: HELIG

lH]ECtlDI’l systems

Colby Bryer Named SWOSU’s Coordinator of

0] Bl Advancement / Athletic Media and Operations
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Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations

SWOSU Athletics has
announced the hiring of
Colby Bryer as Coordinator of Advancement/
Athletic Media & Operations.

Bryer transitions into the full-time role after
serving the SWOSU Office of Institutional
Advancement/SWOSU Foundation, Inc. and
SWOSU Athletic Department in multiple capacities
since 2020, including as a student worker, graduate
assistant and contract employee. He will now serve
both areas full time as part of a collaborative
position supporting institutional advancement and
athletics.

In his new position, Bryer will support creative
media and digital content initiatives for the SWOSU
Foundation, Inc., SWOSU Athletic Association,
SWOSU Alumni Association, and the SWOSU
Athletic Department.

COLBY BRYER

COORDINATOR OF ADVANCEMENT,
ATHLETIC MEDIA & OPERATIONS

His responsibilities include graphic design,
photography, videography, social media strategy,
branding, donor communications and storytelling
efforts that strengthen engagement with the
Bulldog community. He will also provide support
to SWOSU's gameday operations effort.

A native of Forgan, OK, Bryer earned both a
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Graphic Design (2024)
and a Master of Education in Sports Management
(2026) from SWOSU. During his time on the
Hilltop, Bryer has played a key role in expanding
the visibility of the SWOSU Foundation, Inc. and
Bulldog Athletics through creative content and
strategic communication while also contributing
to marketing and outreach initiatives across the
university. Bryer also serves as a Video Coordinator
for the Great American Conference, assisting with
championship events throughout the league

Meyer Adds ABCA/Rawlings All-Region Honor

Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations

SWOSU Baseball senior
third baseman Landon
Meyer collected his third all-region honor of the
postseason after being named a Second Team
ABCA/Rawlings NCAA Division II Central All-
Region selection.

The American Baseball Coaches Association
recognition adds to Meyer's postseason resume after
he previously earned First Team All-Central Region
honors from both the National Collegiate Baseball
Writers Association (NCBWA) and the Division II
Conference Commissioners Association (D2CCA).

mmmm COACHES ASSOCIATION
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LANDON MEYER » SENIOR * THIRD BASE

Meyer, a First Team All-GAC selection and
SWOSU's team MVP, turned in one of the top
offensive seasons in the Great American Conference
in 2026.

He started all 48 games for the Bulldogs while
batting .349 with 61 runs scored, 10 home runs, 45
RBI, and nine doubles.

His 61 runs scored led the GAC, while his team-
leading 10 home runs ranked tied for 10th in the
conference. Meyer also recorded 18 multi-hit games,
drove in runs in 25 contests, and earned GAC Player
of the Week honors once during the season.
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